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UFO*S SEEN OVER PHILADELPHIA, DETECTED ON TWO SEPARATE RADARSCOPES

Covor-Up of Reports

Ono of the three or four best sightings of reoent months ocourred early
on tho moming of July 31, 1963, over Philadelphia. Sightings wore made by
dozens of Philadelphia residents, in addition to obsarvers in tho Tower of the
Philadelphia International Airport, and radar contacts were made by both the
International and MoGuiro Air Force Base, New Jersey. Yot, owin® to tho sup=- -
prossion of pertinent faots, this most important incident has received little
publicity, end what littlo there was tended to promote tho impression that the
sighting was oaused by Aroturus or smo other heavenly body. It 1is only due
to first-hand interviews by NJAAP investigators with key porsons:in the sighting
who must remain anonymous that the faots presented hore wero discovered.

The first reports were made around midnight (apparently) on July 30-31,
when numerous Philedelphians observed a strange reddish UFO hanging at 450
in the westorn sky. Unfortunately, the oxaoct times of obsorvations and details
of reports are not oclgar, owing to tho confusion of the various sources. Our
investigntion was begun too late to cloar up these obscurities, and it does not
soem that at this lato dato they oan bo cloared up. However, wo present the
information availablo to us, which shows tho. outlines of tho sighting fairly .
oclearly.

Tho Philadelphia Inguirer (7/31/63), roportod that "a flashing red and
whito objoot with a rod tail hung over West Philadelphia mystifying midnight \
sky watohors early Wednosday. Tho object flashod brilliaently and was socon from
the western suburbs and various parts of tho oitys To cemtor city viewors it
soomed about 45 degrees abovo the horizon. The tower at International Airport
and tho Weathor Burcau were unablo to idontify it." The Inquiror wont on the
nowsstands on tho morning of July 31; that ovoning tho Philadolphia Bullotin
oppoarod with a negativo and contradictory story, undor a normally facotious
hoadline ("Twinklo, Twinklo, How They Wondori"™) Tho UFO was vaguoly dosoribod
as "flashing objoots in tho sky," and "towermon and woathormon" woro gquoted
as 1dentifying it as a star. "Thoro's hardly any question about it," ran tho
quotation. "What the callers saw was a star."

This answor soomed porfootly setisfactory, amd, as nobody botherod to ask
oxactly which star was the culprit, this point romainod unclear until August
10, when it was lifted out of obsocurity by Dr. I.M. Lovitt, Director of Fols
Planetarium and part=time UFO dobunkore Arcturus was tho answor, said ho (lg-
guiver, 8/11/63), adding that this biilliant star "dips bolow tlo northwostorn
worizon by midnight to 1 A.M. during August.” It does not seem to have occurrod
to the Inguirer writors to wondor how a star which set betwoen midnight and

(soo "Philadelphia Sighting," p. 3)



. . EDITCRIAL

On tho whole, we foel that oditorials in UFO magazines are rathor tedious
affooctations that UFOlogy oan woll do without, and so wo shall try to avoid
them as much as possiblo in the future == bubt-it somehow doos not seem fitting
to put out the first 1ssus of a bulletin undor onots own auspices without saying
a few words on the occasion. So porhaps thls might be an opportunoc timo to
male a few genoral observations and statomonts of principle.

It is unfortunate that a largo numbor of UFO rosoarchers those days havo
to an alarming oxtont lost sight of the truo goals toward which thoy are striving.
UFOlogy is in itsolf a highly controvorsial fleld, end to add suporfluous and
ofton nonsensical controvorsy to it sorvos only to obsouro a subjoot which is,
hoavon lmows, mystifying onough without any such outsido holp. Yot this is
what many UFO studonts are doing =-- and, in many oasos, dovoting tho bulk of
tholr timo and offort to doing. Msny UFO publications with torrific potontial
havo dogoneratod into ~- or always woro -- mero gossip sheots, with UFO
sightings and concroto ovidonco compressod and tuckod into tho "Short Shots"
column to accommodato Juicy bits of scandal. Wo blush to say that tho chiof
offondors aro ofton teon-agors == tho pooplo upon whom tho futuro of UFO
rosoarch rostse.

Why is this so? Woll, for ono thing, most pooplo are naturally attrocted
to gossip. As controvorsios involving porsonalitios provido somo of tho most
luscious gossip that ono can find, it is natural that roadors should bo attrected
to such controvorsios and that oditors of UFO journals, oithor bocauso of por-
sonal inolination or dosiro to ploase thoir roadorship, should includo & groat
doal of matorial of this natwo. Wo ropoat, this is a porfootly natural dosiro,
and hardly something to bo ashamod of, but it must bo strongly supprossod whon
dealing with UFO's. Aftcr all, tho tabloids mey make thrilling roading, but
it is on tho pagos of tho Now York Timos that history is mado.

In this bullotin, wo rofuso to toko part in tho potty ond childish fouds
indulgod in by so many UFO splintor groups =- thoir sonsoloss attacks upon
NICAP and oach othor. Wo shall dovoto no spaoo to motaphysios, roligion, or
politios; thoso who have followod tho doclino and fall of Norbort Garioty's

SP.A.C.E. know woll how fatal thoso oen bo to a UFOzinoc.

On tho positivo sido, wo will attompt to prosent to you the bost first-
hand roports availablo to us, as throughly invostigatod as possiblo. - And, moro
important, wo shall givo you inbtorprotations of tho UFO evonts in factual
articlos -- tho ono on tho British orators which appoars in this issue, for
exarplo. For it is only in this mannor that wo can achiove tho truo objeotivo
of our rosoarch: to solvo tho UFO nystory. ‘

"Enough of worde. Doods now," said Aoschylus' Promothous. Indood, ‘it is
high timo wo stoppod this oditorial jabboring and prooooded to our moro im-
portant retorial. Wo loavo you with ono final bit of instruction: -

Road == and THINK,

Tho NeJeA.A.P. Bullotin, Vol. II No. 2, Novombor 1963, Publishod by tho New

vorsoy Associmtion on Aorial Phonomona (NJAAP), 186 Lakesido Drivo, Levittown,
Ponnsylvania, 19054. Diroctor: David Halporin. Duos: $2.00 for six bi-monthly
issucs of Tho N.J.A«A.De Bullotin. Quotations peimitted if source is ac-
knowledgod.




Philadolphia Sighting (cont'd)

1:00 A.M. oould appear to be at 45° in ths west during the oarly moming hours.

This obsourity was marely compounded.by & letter from Dr, Lovitt (9/3/63),
infomtng us that "whon tho Inquiror oalled mo, it was around ten o’clsJok and
at that time Aroturus was 45° above the horizon." This statoment: ran direotly
counter to all the information that we bad previolxsly ga.thorod on tho sighting.
Mr. Glonn Stallard of tho Woathor Bureau at tho Interna.t‘ional Airport had told
us over the phono iliat all roports of tho objeot to his offioo had’ oocurrod .after
midnight, although 16 had not been thore to roooive thom: After our letter ‘from
Dr. Lovitt, we requo sted written oconfirmetion of this, and rococived the ﬂollowing
"I was on duty at the Weather Burocau offico from 4:00 p.m. to midnight on July
30, 1963. To the best of mr knowledgo mno. roports of unidontifiod flying objoots
wero roooivced that ovoning” (9/27/63) Tho inplications of this aro. clear onough.

Unfortunatoly, lotters to tho offico of the Inquirer.have brought. only
vaguo and ambiguous answors, of no holp whatever im oloaring up this point.

This muoh, however, scems oertain: If indoed tho UFO was observed at 10:00

on July: 30, it stayed around for a good long timg. Wo aro informed by a roli-
ablo source that UFO. reports wore coming in very frequemtly to the Airport
after midnight’ Obwiously, whatovor it was that Philadolphians wore seeing, it
wad not tho star Aroturuss .

The - sighting roachod 1ts ¢limax at about 2:00 A.M..l when men in tho radar
shack at tho Intornetional Airport notiood threo unexplainod blips in tho north~
west quadrent of thoir raderscoposs Thoso blips subsequontly movod off into
the northoast quadrant; shortly afterward, obsorvers in the Tower saw threo
_mystorious white. lights in the northosstom sky.

An investigation of tho strengo objoots was made by the pilots of a smell
pri.vate plano. As thoy went up aftor the UFOts, thoy wero vooctorod in by tho
radarnon at the International Airport. Their first visunl contact wos rado
when they wore at aboub 2000 or 3000 feet. The radar shaok radiood: "Objoot
12:00 your poeition." .Suro enough, direotly ahead of thom, low on tho horizonm,
at an angle of about 30° to the alrplenc?s nose, was a white light in the north-
oast.

For the next hour or so, the radatmen ooutinued to guide them, putting
thom through am involved serios of twists, turns, and loops. However, despite
this, they only manegod to got e glimpse of oto othor UFQ: a smll light in
the north-north-oast, partly hidden in what looked lile a hazebank, d 1

Finally, tho radar shaok advisod thom to switoh thoir froquency over to
McGuiro Air Foroe Base, New Jersey, ovor thirty miles from tho Airport (i.n :
en oast-north-cast direotion). Thoy did so, ‘and MoGuire, whioh’ appareutly
had tho identical objoots on its soopos, continued to vootor thon ‘in on tho
lights.

. In brief, tho pilots wero unablo to’ get any olosor to the UFO's, nor wore
thoy able to discover anything about thome Tho chase ended et around 3130,

1Unfortunately. our sourocs for the following infornation oonsist almost entire-
ly of first<hend intorviewe with persons whose nemes cannot be divulged heres .
Howevor, oonfirmation of those statenments may be found in the WOR 8:00 News - -
bioadoast of the moming of July 31. This acoount, which 48, to the best of
our knowledge, the only news coverage of this facet of tho sighting, is sub-
stantially acourates The souroce of WOR!s information, is not known; it may
prove to be of consilerable importance, and Special Advisor Ivan Sariderson is
investigating the metter. If-he disecovers agything, it will be reported in
the next issue of this Bulletin.



when the pilots observed a National Airlines plang. epproaching from Washington,
D.C., en route to New York, preparing to land at the Imtemational Airport.
The airline pilot overheard thelr oonversatsions, and asked them what it wes
‘all about, They told him. -He replied that he was unable to look around at
the tine, but, after taking off again for New York, would have a chance to
do 80, He then .broke off ocmmunication, end the private pilots, who were
getting. disgusted wmth their fruitless see.roh, ‘decided to give up the hunt
and land. . - )
It, is not kngwu- at ‘present .whether the Na.tional Airlinea pilot wes ever
able to look for tho objects,.snd, if so, what he saw. Attempts on our part
to locate hin have thus far been-unsuocessful, amd it is rathor doubtful ir
any maore infomation on this will be forthooming. o g

=
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If the radar sig,hting had been given atrgightforward treatmnt by fthe
official persons.both at the International Airport and MoGuire Air Foroe Base,
it is probable that it would: be a .considerably- weightier piece of eévidence than
it is now; in any case, thers. would be no neceséity for this objeotionably
molodrenatic suppression. of the names of our sourtes.s Unfor.tunately. this
was not the oase. . Some.form of censorship was imposed, ard the sightings were
denied by both MoGuire ond the International Airport. (We may note here that
we have no doubt as.to.the reliability of our séurces as opposed to the denials).
Ceptain John W, Goodson, of MdGuire AFB, informed us in a’'letter dated 8/27/634
"The statemsut attributed to the WOR News Bureau in your letter is not true.

No lightsw ere picked up-by MeGuire radar units.ee." About a week later,
aimilar denials were made over the phone to us by one of the persons who was
in the radar shack at. the time of the sighting. He remembered that there was
some commotion aver a light .which later turned out to be Aroturus; the radar
was not involved, in eny ocasee:

Although we originally poatuiated gome forn of official oover-up, pre-
suriably sponsored by the Air Force, further reflection has made it seem more
probable that the .suppression of faots was carried out at quite a low level.

At eny rate, it seems unlibely that the higher offiocials at McGuire and the
Alrport even heard about the: incident. Early in August, we spoke over the

phone with Leo G. Marshall,. Facility Chief of the Tower ab the Airport. We

are acquainted with Mr. Marshall, and believe him to ‘bo thoroughly hongst and
sincere. He was very pleasant.and helpful over the phone, and.evinced en interest
in UFOts. To the best of his knowledge, ‘he 8aid, no reports had come in- that
night, but added that. he would probably not be informed of phone oalls reporting
unusual lights, He.did say that.an ongineer named James Orlando had phened to
report a sighting, but he couldn't remember just when.2 Wo believe that his

2The Orlando sighting, we leter discovered, ‘occurred on.Jduly 22, Sl St S e
lated to the later incident. We surmarize it heres At about 10:45 PeMe, Mr.
- Orlando was standing outside a-parked sar near the Westinghouse plant o .5
Philadelphia when he observed a ‘red dall with a green tall orossing the aky on
a slont trajectory from southwest to northeaat. Wé identified this as &n un~
usually brilliant fireball meteoy, and, althéugh Dr. Cherles Pe Olivier (Pres-
iderit of Anerican Meteor Society, emeritus Professor of Aatronow at the Univer-~
sity of Pennsylvania, Spéciel Advisor to "NICAP) had tio réports on file which
would confirm éuch en explanation. we tave no valid reason to doubt. Mr,

Or luudu, HOWSVST, ‘45 to bs desp 1_7 tuann.vu for hi" k3 kindnese in N‘ﬂhe""tinﬂ with
us and oomnended for the lucid nature of hig report, Our speoial “thanks to
Michael R. Freedman, of Philadelphia, who interviewed tho witness.



deniel was sincere, and that he honestly had not bsen informed of the sighting.
The sams probably goes for tho officials at McGuire.-

In our opinion, the "censorship" was probably the result of a mutual agree~
ment on the part of the radarmen (both at McGuire and at the Airport) and tho
towertmen. All were doubtless awnro of the scorn of the Air Force for UFO's,
and they (or at least those at McGuire) feared that they would be looked upon
with considerable disfavor by their superiors if they reported flying saucers
on their radarscopes. The best thing, they decided, was to keep nun,.3

This, and not en Air Force cover-up, seems to be the best explanation of
tho denials we received.

It should be noted here that a number of sightings occurred over Phikhdelphia
on the night of August 4. We have beon able- to disocver no information ebout
ther other than the scenty data given in the Philadelphia Daily News of 8/5/63,
and their value as evidence is practically nil. "One Daily Nows caller seid
her husband and some neighbors saw somothing moving slowly through the sky. It
appeared to be red, white and blue and looked like the top of a meypole, she
said. &nother caller reported a cross in the sky 'right in back of the moon.*
Experts seemed to think the sightings were caused by starlight reflecting on
upper atnospherie bands of dust or smog." Despite the arbiguity of the last
sentence (who were tho "exports," and exactly what does "seemed to think"
mean?), the atmospheric explanation seems probables. We mention these sightings
here more as a matter of record than enything else. (See also the Philedelphia

Inquirer, 8/ 5/ 63)«
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The possibility of a naturel explenmation for the events of July 31 should
not be dismissed autometically, but should be given careful examination.,

First, we must mention one point which will bring joy to the skeptic's
heart. There existed strong termperature inversions on the night of July
30-31 (as, indeed, for the next week or go). Early that evening, a cold
front had passed over Philadelphie, swooping awey the dust, smog, haze, and
whatnot which was present in the city's atmosphere. This unusuel clarity
of the sky was augmeuted by a number of layers of hot and cold alir, rendering
Dr. levitt!'s Axcturus theory far from fantastic.

However, upon closer examination, it falls apart. The most obvious of
its flaws is that the sightings reached their peak after Arcturus hed sunk
below the horizone. The brilliant star Vega was visible in the wast in the
early moruing hours, but it was at too great an altitude above the horizon
to have oaused the sightings.

There is another salient point, which must be mentioned. We have en offioial
U.S. Weather Bureau weather map for 1:00 A.M. on July 31, 1963; it shows that
meteorologioal conditions wero strikingly uniforn for a great distance along
the Middle Atlantic Comst.? From this, we may infer that the prevalent at-

3In a letter to us dated 11/13/63, Major Maston M. Jacks of the USAF Public
Infornation Dividon doniod any knowlodge of the sighting.

40ver Philadolphia, the temperature was T, the dewpoint was 55, and the baromete
was 176 (having rison and leveled off, +14, in the past three hours). For New
York, these figures were, respectively: 7}, 54, 176, +10. Washingtons 76, S5,
1™, +10. Bostons 67, 54, 157, == All of these locations were clear, ex=

cept for Washington, which was about 5/4 clouded, with a visibility of 10 mil-s



mospheric conditions were very much similar over an area quite a'bit larger

than the Delaware Valley,. Yet, although dosens of Fhiladelphians were startled
by an objeot which Dr. Levitt and others would have’ us believe was an:atmospherioc
distortion of a star, this "distortion" was apparently seen nowhere else., It

is strongly indicated that the "unknown," whatever it was, was guite olose to
Philadelphisa.

There is & temptation to dispose of the radar sighting by invoking tho
{emporature imversions} however, this sosms extremely inpwobable. Not only
were the some objeots picked up on radar units more than thirty miles apart
(quite a neat trick for temperature inversions) but weére seen visually from the
Tower. The odds against any such explanation are vezy high, and the skeptios
will have to do better.

It should be mentioned, though, in the intereete of objectivity, that the
observations made by the pilots have an element of doubt attached to them.
Checking a star chart, we disocverod that the bright star Aldebaran was just
above the northeast horizon at the time of the 81ghting;'eimilar1y, the star
Capella was in the north-north-east. Thele identifications, however, are in
themselves rather doubtful. The light seen on the northeast horizon was des-
oribed as steady; although there was sone suggestion that ‘it might have been
a planet (which was qw shed when we checked .our alianao acd star chart) , it
certainly did not exhibit the characteristios of a star. Strong temperature
inversion layers asy give a star am unusual. appearanee in that it seems to.

. be "in motion, howering, pulsatirg, and flashiog red and green lights'® but

fronm this very desoription.it seems unlikely that they would impart to it the
characteristios of a steady light. In additior, the coinoidence of the position
of the light with that of the radar blip would seem to testify against such an
explanation. However, it is a possibility which should be kept in mind. ‘

It must be emphasized that these consideratiohs dp: hot detract from the
value of the sighting in general. It oertainly remeine one of the best and
most important UFO inocidents of 1963.

- - - - - -

ORTHOTENIC CORRECTIONS

Since our article on 1952 orthoteny in The Shadow of the Unknown was pub-
lished, ,we have discovered further information regarding the statenents nade
therein.

As pointed out to us by Cecil Ds Clayton, of Henderson, Kentuoky. our
tentative identification of Lynnville, Indiana, with Lynn, Indiana (in regard
to the sightings of July 25) was quite incorrect. Aotually, Lynnville is a
small town about twenty miles northeast of Evansville; and nowhere near our
proposed aligment. It is with a peng of regret that we drop this lovely
alignment into the wastebasket, but, ‘que’ sere, 6eTH.

The abovementioned pang is somewhat alleviateéd by our discovery “of the
true loocation of Carmel, Ohio, in ocohnedtion with the July 19 sightings. Al-
though our proposed River Edge-Carmel-Charlton Flats aligoment failed to naterialk
ize, we discovered en equally velid one stretching from Charlton Flats through
- Carmel to Washington.

’ As stated in our article, our study of orthoteny during the "Big Flap"

is far from finished. The article merehy reported the results of a pilot study.
Wo moed mors sishtines from Th“r_\, angd, pm?ﬁv’n]‘lly .Tu‘_l_y- 1952. Won't you hely?

a,allu \Lusﬂ hd VL VWIIU Y wUiawwy WVavavervsewr®my 3 _wey 5 —FTF=F

5Monzol, Donald H., The World of Plying Saucers (Doubléd-ay; 1963), pe. 64s
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PUBLICATION OF NICAP REPORT 'ASSURED!

NICAP =~ the National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomeoa -= is
finally about to publish its long-awaited report The UFO Evidenoce, the result
of a heroio ai.x-year struggle to present.the UFO Taots to the public. Although
this Report- has been’ in preparation for the past year and a half, owing to fi~-
nenclel and other problens prinfing was delayed until nows But, in the July-
September 1963 issue of its organ, The U.F.0. Investigator, NICAP announced
the forthooming publication of the Report, stated that it"wds available to
manbers only for $3.95, and strongly éxpressed the neoesaity of orders for
The UFO BEvidence by a mjority of members. Response wee 'good, and’ early this
month NICAP inforred s that "printing of the Report is assured, alsg_ don=
tinuation of NICAP."'

. There is little doubrb that. when the Repocbx ocored out, it will oreate the
..biggest splesh that’ UFOlogy has sesn in the past decade. ' It will be distributed
to all Members of Congress and over 2,000 newspapers and broadoaeti‘ng stations.
It will be the oomplete, fully documented history of UFO's, and of the Air Foroce
- censorship of UFO data. It may well bring an end to offioial seorecy for onoce

~aod for all, and inaugurate an emtirely new era:for UFOlogy.

Unfortuotely, this most important dooumewt is at.present unavailable to
non-menbers, and NICAP has temporarily ceased. accepting new members. However,
when membership is re-opened -- and we are sure that it soon will be == we urge
all who read this to join NICAP., Duee are $5.00 for six bi=-moasthly issues --
extremely cheap for what is probably the best and most attractive UFO jouraal
published in this country. Write: 1536 Connecticut Avanue, NW, Washington 6,
D.Ces 20036+ : -
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*BONFIRE'~LIKE OBJECI. SIGHTED. OVER PHILADELPRI& ~ -

At approximately 7100 P.M. on October 6, 1963, a UFO described as being
like a "bonfire" was observed over Philadelphia by Miohaol R. Freodman, an
18-year-old student. Mr. Freedman is dooply imterested in UFO's, and gave the
Director invaluable aaaistanoe in investigating tle radar-viaual aighting of
July 31 (see above).

Mr. Freodman's report follows:

"I was standing atop a four-story building oheoking the sunset for pos-
sible photography. Being imterested in UFO's, I decided to watch airoraft,
birds, stars, etc. in order to be better able to distinguish these objects from
authentic UFO's.

"Looking towards ths southeast, I saw a fairly large yellow-orange object.
It could be described as a 'bonfire! with four to six whitish areas along the
senter. It was more oblong than round."

(In a later interview with the witness, it was determined that the object
tad been oval, about twice as long as it was wide. Its length was approximately
egqual to the diemeter of a nickel held at ama's length. The whitish areas were
urranged in a straight row along its length. Although glowing like a bonfire,
its apparent outline was fairly rigid, and it did not shoot off tongues the
way a fire would.)

"Below this objoot was some type of airoraft, its navigation light flashing
Sright rod." (The witness later stated that it was traveling in a southwester-
ly direction.) (cont'd)



"From oloser observation T was able to determine the position of the UFO
as southeast Philadelphia over or near the Delaware River. It was about 50
degress above the southern horizen.

"The object was-traveling eastward (ENE) at first, “then changed to a
northwesterly course (NNW). One moment it was going east, and the next thing
I knew it proceeded west. .

"It was visible for about 20 seconds before completely van:shlng. Not
upwards, not fokwards, just disappeoringesee

"Additional information: Its velooity was more or less unlform although
it seemed slightly faster than the aircraft 'below' it. It did not. 'fall'
but appeared to glide threugh the air. Obher than the sharp changé 6f direction,
it did not execute any unusual serial maneuvors.

“Also: the sun had dropped below the horizon before the slghting and its
rays still imparted an ornnge-red glow to the clouds in the 1mmed1ate westes I
had gone up to the roof abdut 6:15 P.M. and left at about 7:30 P.M.“ ‘ :

* Mry Freedmsn's,own evaluation of the sighting is:

"I doubt very much 'if it was any of the following: optical 111u310n,
hallucination; aircraft; balloon;. reflectidn of sunlight; birds; meteor, . .

"Howevor, were I to dhoodse one of the above for én'explanatlon,' optioal
illusion or meteor would be my guess.

"I ‘am not ‘sccustoméd to shoutlng 'UFOL? at overything that does not fit
my conceptict of 'natural phenomena- I will say this -- the objoct was unlike
anything I have ever secn in the relatively short period of my sky-watching,
or from enything ‘netural' I have ever heard of."

After his sighting, Mr. Frecdman checked with the Astronomy Department
at the Franklin Institute and the Weather Bureau at the Philadelphia Internmational
Airport.” Both steted that no meteors had been reportod that night. Of course,

both the long duration of ths sighting and the sharp turn made by the object
rule out any explanation in terms of metcors.

Another possible explanation is-an aircraft reflecting sunllght, but this
too must be discardod. The sun was about half an hour below the horizon, and
would hardly have imparted such a brilliant glew to an object in the southeast.
The abrupt turn made by the object in itself rules out such an explanation.

Of the other explonatiens tontatively suggested by the witness, none oan
be seriously considered. In addition, there are no atmospheric phenomena which
would fit his description.

Wo aro presently attempting to locato tho pilot of tho plano ¥r. Freedman
mentioned in his account. If we succoed, wo shall probably,havo an interesting
confirmatory dosoription. Results will bo reported in the mext igsuo of this
bulletin.
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NJAAP joins tho nation in mourning the tragic and untimely
death of Presidont John F. Konnedy.



Special Article:

AN EXAMINAT ION OF THE RECENT CRATER 'EPIDEMIC® IN GREAT BRITAIN
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“~ In-late June and early July, 1963, mt’leest Live -Zroups_ gg_orgtgza of
myaterioua origin and nature were discovered in mgland dnd Scotlands: The’
mo& publicized of these, the mysterious hole found. on & fam at Charlton,
Wiltshire, was discussed in detail in am artiole by the Director for the
book The Shadow of the Unknown. Sinoe this article was written, we have re-
ceived muoh additional data on the Charlton and, other orators which multiplies
the significance of ths Charlton nystery tenfold. When this information is
collated, as it will bo below, the outlines of a weird pattern begin to dimly
emerges This patterm may well turn out to be one of the nost ,aignif’.oant UFO
events of the 1960's. 5 v

The first of the oraters tv come %o publio attention was the one discovered
on Manor Farm (Gharlton) on July 10 by Roy Blanchard, the owmer of the farm.
Although we incorrectly reported that nothing had been seen in the area prior
to the discovery of the hole, as a matter of fact an,orange object was seen to
flash through the sky on that date by Conetable Arthony Penny (London Daily
Express, 7/23/63) Whethor this has any connection with the hole.is, of course,
uncertain, but it appears probable that it does. In addition, Leonard Joliffe,
the dairyman on Manor Farm, heard a blast at about 6:00 on an unspecified morning
before the orater was found (London Tines, 7/19/63), although the relevance
of this is a little dubious.

The site of the hule was inspected by Charles Syickland, B.Sc., (author.’,
of the BUFOA Journmal article) on July 18 ond again on July 24 and 25. His 20V
description is good; but differs on a nurber of poluts from the facts reported
to us by Blanchard in his letter of August 18. ' On theserpotntas- ‘We=have.dagmgd
it best to acoopt Blanchard's report rather than Stioklaud!s, especially‘ds
Stickland dogs.not appaar to have spoken to Blanchard at all.

A diagram of 'this orater, based on a diagram drawn by Blanchard, is shown
in Figure l. Although it is quite olear, a few additional remarks should be
added. The small hole. shown in the center of the orater was about two inohes
in diameter and about three feet deepe. Acoording to Stickland, "it was not.
completely empty but had loose rocks inside it." Although only about three’ .
.feet in diemeter, the crater was situsted in the center of a shallow circular
depression with an overall diameter of about eight feet. Within this ares,
all but a few potato plants had disappeared, apparently having been sucked
up. From the hole radiated four ill-defined trench-like depressions, three of
then continuing on into the adjoining barley field. Whatever caused these
trenches had sucked up the barley that lay in their peths.

Stickland later discovered three other locations on the farm where crops
were disturbed rysteriously. The first.of these was under a gap in the hedge
on the-far-side-of tha harley field, where the barley was mlass ing ot'or a oir-

li

Sour chief sources for the informatioa- preeented'\@n the firast aootion of

this article are: a most fasocinsting and detailed-letter from Mr. F.K.
Haythornthwaite, of Cambridge, Englend, dated 9/24/63, for which we ate very
deeply grateful; amd the Summer 1963 issuo of the BUFOA Journal, an un-
oormonly good little megazine published by an amalgemation of British UFO
groups oalled tho British UF0 Association (write: F. Malcolm Bull, 14 Battinaon
Street, Southowram, Halifax, Yorkshire). Alsot Flying Sauner Review, September-
October 1963; Saucer News, Docenber 1963; end The Shadow of the Unknown.
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Figura 1l: DIAGRAM OF @HARLTON
Footpath CRATER

Drawn by Roy Roy GoJ. Blahohard
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Figure 2: DIAGRaM OF DISTURBANCH
IN BARIEY FIELD
Drawn by Charles Stickland, B.Sc.

(Credit: BUFOA)
Dots represent upright batley stalks; arrows

show barley leaning in the- indicated directions.
Lines beyond the "finger" show upright stalks
with the fruiting portion bent over &t the top.

Figuro 3: FLAMBOROUGH HEAD CRATER

d' 12 34 56 Drawn by F. Malcolm Bull
! ;cale in feet . " (Credit: BUFOA)
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cular area about two feet in diamwter. Bsyond this barley was a grass field,
and then ancther barley field. In this second barley field there was a "eon=.
siderably disturbed" area, in shape resembling a hand with a pointing finger..
Beyond the "finger" was a Mline of upright barley stalks with the:fruiting
portion bent over at the top," sevemteen feet long. A oopy of Stioklandts
diagren is shown in Figure 2.

The third area of disturbance was also in this field, but, says Sticklsnd,
¥I did not exanine this, since I did not sce quite how I could roach it or
noasure it without trampling part of tho orop that was still standing,"”

Meanwhilo, a borb-disposal unit was investigating tho original hole.
Their metal deteotor gave a reading, and, after digging down six feot, they
unearthed a half-poiand piece of metal which was widely touted as a meteorite.
Apart from the faoct that it would have been quite 1::3’003351: le for a half=-pound
meteorite to have ponotrated to a dopth of six foot,’ an oxamination of the
obje ot at the British Musour in London disolosod that it was aotually "iron-
pan", oconsisting mainly of iron hydroxide, which was indiginous to the soil.
Stioklend points out that, whon the "iron-pan" was removed, the matal detoctor
no longer gave a roading, rondoring it unlilely that thero was any genuine
motoorito romaining in tho area. (In addition, unless it woro of vory con-
siderable sizo, a rwtoorito could never have penetrated to that depth).

It would be quite pointloss to chronicle hore the rany irresponsible
statements made by both publiocity hounds and scientists who should have lmeown
better. But, through the hazo of nonsenso, a startling faoct bogan to emergo:
other orators had beon discovored in rooent days.

Tho most widoly publicized of these woro two twin holos discovored ten
doys or so after the @harlton orater, on the iiddle Monynut Farm, East Lothian,
Scotland -~ in tho Larmormuir Hills, noar the Berwickshire border, about 21
niles south of Dunbar. According to the roports (The Scoteman, 7/25/63; the
BBC progran Radio Newsroel), thoy woere twelve foet apart, sixteen feet in
diemetor, and ebout throo feet doep., Twolve channols, "1like the spokes of
a wheol," radiated from each orator to a longth of up to 44 foet. Heather
and lmrge olods of earth wore scattered as far as 40 yards from the holes,
The oddest feature of the orators, however, was tls faoct that a number of
snall square holos, one foot wide end two feot doop, wore found about 35
foot fronm thom. Unfortunatoly, the arrangormont of these most remarkable
squaro pits is not ocloar.

Another pair of oraters was discovered lato in July (tho oxact date is
uncertain) on the slopes of Dufton Foll, Wostmorland. Tho disoovory was
roportod in tho Yorkshire Post, 8/2/63, but tho Postfs description groatly
confliots with that givon by Haybhornthwe.ito, who exanined the oraters hinm-
self. Noodloss to say, we aro using Haythornthwaito's description. "The
large hole," he writes, "was 37 yards across, two foot deep all over, and
oircular, though irrogular, in shape. The oraters were on a slight slope,
and froa tho lower ond of each oxtondod a 'channol! up to four feet doop and
oightoon yards wide. The ohanhol from tho larger orater was about a quartor
of a mile long, tho othor boing about 200 ynrds long. Both ovontually joined
suall stroams." Ho adds:s "Although puzzling, thoso frankly did not look
liko offoots of a UFO landing, but soomod to havo boon causod by vory largo
quentitios of wator lending fron abovo all et onoco." Obviously, nothing of
tho lkind ocould have happonod, and it sooms probablo that theso orators bolong
in tho samo oatogory as thoso of Charlton amd East Lothian,

The oldost of Britain’s nystery orators appoars to havo boon the ono

7S00 tho artiolos on tho sub joot Moteorito in the Encyclopedia Brittanioa
and tho Encyclopodia Americanas. :
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disoovorod at Flanborough Head, Yorkshire, which was Ymown to have been in
oxistence beforo tho ond of Juno. It was reported in the Hull I¢ily Mail,
'.’/20/63. but a more accurate roport was given in the BUFOA Journal by F,
Moleolm Bull, who mado a personal investigatione. According to Bull, it was
3irst noticod toward the ond of June by an unnared plough boy who “"was cutting

tho grass on tho edgo of a fiold (which is on the hoadland) at North Moor Farm,
whon ho noticod that tho grass and hay noar tho edgo had boon disturboed. Ho

thought nothing moro about it until on the 19th July he was cutting tho hay
in tho fiold whon ho saw that the oarth had boon thrown up; his first thought
was that a pig had boon rooting and thrown up tho soil, but whon ho oxaminod
it closor ho saw that it could not havo boon mado by a pig."

For roasons that are not cloar, tho bomb disposal unit which invostigatod
tho hele fillod it in aftor thoy woro finishod, and so noithor its outlines nor
its sizo could be detorminod easily when Bull investigated it on July 3l Fron
the diagren provided by Bull (Figure 3), one would gather that it was roughly
circular and about six foet in dianmetor. It was known to be 12 to 18 inches
doop. From its ougos, seversl cracks ran in all directions; the bonb disposal
unit dug to follow ono or two of theso. Tho projection on tho loft of Bull's
diagran is the only crack which rotainod its original appearance at the time
of Bullts investigation; it was threo inches deop, and, apparently, about two
foot long. Tho projection on the right is tho result of the bomb disposal
unit*s digging along enother of tho cracks,

The fifth and last® of the present flurry of crater groups of which
we aro cognizamt was discovered near Sanquhaer, Dunmfrieshire, Scotland. It was
briofly roporbed in tho BBC Scottish Nows, 7/27/63, at 6115 P.M. The only
details given by tho BBC were that thoro wero throo crators and that they were
sinilar to tho holes at East Lothian,

© 0000 0000000 °000000000000°000008300000000

Writing in The Shadow of the Unlmown, we called attontion to throe casos,
which produced physical effeota which in some manner or another paralleled
the ystery at Cherltone It was our thesis that the parallel effects could bo
safely deduced to have had parallel causes, and that it was possible to re-
construct with a fair amount of accuracy the event which producod the Charlton
hole. We then presented our reconstruction. The observations iswde by Stiockland
have both confirmad and awmplified our deductions, which we ypresert horee.

The three cases which we cited all occurred during the great European
"flap" of September and October, 1954, and are recounted by the French researcher
Aine Michel in his monumental Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line Mystery
(Criterion, 1958). )

The first of Michel's cases ocourrod on September 26 at Chabeuil, France,
and involved the "little man" who so terrified Mme. Lebouef. As the UFO in
question took off from among a group of trees, it passed very low over a wheat-
field. When the field was later examined, it was discovered thet "the first
few yards of wheat, in the path of the object as it took off through the field,
»ero flattened out in radiating lines" (Michel, p. 82).

The second took place on October 4, at the small French village of Poncey-
sur-1'Ignon, A luminous, orange, eyg-shaped object hovered low over a field

®We are deliberately omitting the hole discovered in a park in the center of
Sout herpton on July 15, and reporbted in the Southern Eveniug Echo 7/16-17/63.

in the sana genre as the ether craters, and may well have sone prosaic ex-
planation, We could, of course, be wrong.
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and then abruptly took off, tearing out a hole about a yard and a half long
and an average of two feet wide. 0ddly enough, "about half-way doma the hole
was wider than at ground level«® Still more strange was the fact that the
roots and rootlets in the.soil were conmplotely undamaged, "as if the mass of
enrth spread over the surroumling grass had been sucked out by a gigantic
vaouun" (Michel, p. 134), -

The third ocourred:at Po di Gnocca, Italy, on October 15. A krge disk
#ns observed by several peasants to land and then suddenly take off again, sucking
up the earth below it. A orater almost tweunty féet-in diameter was left on the
spot, and six nearby poplar trees were carboniced (Michel, p. 181).

These incidents, particularly the second and third, are strongly suggestive
of the Charlton nystery. Applying the data gathered by Michel to the Charlton
hole, we deduced the following event (quoted from The Shadow of the Unknown, p. 78)

"eesApparently, a velatively small (i.e., about five or six feet in dianeter)
disk~shaped UF0 oither landed in or hovered low above Mre. Blanchl rd's potato
patch. As it toock off, it suddenly brought iato play a terrifically strong
field. of fercs:which sucked up the potatoes and the earth in which they were
plart ede Evidently this field was nore powerful at a section in the center of
the disk than the rest of it, and a small orater was torn out beneath this
section. Four strong rays of force, enmanating from the rim of the disk,
o7idently as sharply defined as beams of light, formed the trenches, and sucked
out the barlgy that was in their paths."

As noted above, these dedustions were both confimed and amplified by
Stickland!s discovery of other places on Manor Farm where the crops were dis-
turbed. The disappearance of the barley under the gap in the hedge would seen
to be caused by a mechenisn similar to that which created the orator itself.
More important is the disturbance in the other barley field; the resemblance
between this (particularly the "finger" and tte bent barley stalks beyond it)
and the marks in the wheat at Chabeuil is too obvious to require corment.

The geographical location of these points is of great importance, says Sticklande.
"Tha gap in tle hedge is an ideal spot from which to look down the valley. The
39-foot disturbance in disgram 2 points directly down the valley towards a gap
between two hills. This would be the obvious flight path should a machine

be required to keep close to the ground." Tho UFO, after perhaps hovering
erratically in the area for a few moments, olearly moved off directly above

the path of the "finger" (note, however, that the barley is flattenod at right
angles to the flight path). The strength of its force field diminished abruptly,
bending only the fruiting portion. Wo can imagine it rising slightly, then
noving off down the valleyeess

Truly, the mystery at Charlton has efforded us what amounts to clear "foot-
prints" of a UFO.

®e0s0eebessoevoer®ersssnbossdooetocccdeoencoe

It cannot be donied that thore are ocertain dissimilarities between the
five sets of craters discovered in England and Scobtland. Nevortheoless, the
sinilarities are far more inportant, and so striking that it seens irmprobable
ihat they are not all tho results of similar causes. (In our discussion of
Shem, it would probably be wise to exclude tho Sanquhar craters, since so little
is known about theu)s In all cases, tho orators gave the general impression of
having been toran out by some force, with earth scattered around the perimeter
in greater or lesser quantity. In all cases, the craters wereo roughly circular,
In all cases, some form of channels were created, radiating outward from the
craters, although their number and appoarance diffored (the peculiar circumstann.
of tho ohannels from the Dufton Fell oraters connecting with streams is of
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partioular interest).

The ohief point of dissimilarity emong the oraters is, of oourse, thdir
sizes (diamoters would be more moourate, as their depths display an odd uniform=~
ity): This hardly testifies against the similarity of their origins., Wo may
look back to the orators at Ponoey and Po di Gnoooa for a comparison. Although
the Ponoey hole was much smaller than the ono at Po di Gnoooa, it is known that
both were oreated in tho same manner. Indeed, the Charlton orater bears about
the same resemblanoce to the East l.othian oraters as the Fonocoy hole bears to
the Po di Gnoooa oratore There is ono very illumimeting exoception to thiss
the shape of the Ponoey hole was olliptioal, while the shepe of tho Po di Gnooca
orator was oiroular -~ both corresponding to the shapes of tho UFO's that formed
thom. - It seems reasonable that we oan doduoe from thias that the UFO's whioh
formod the British oraters wero all airocular (probably lentiocular) in shape -=
although, it must be omphasized, not necessarily of widely disparate sizes.

A oamplotely unique feature was involved in the East Lothian oraters: the
odd square holos disocovered about 35 foot from the oraters.

Having disoussed the general oharaoctoristios of the 1963 orator opidemio,
our noxt step is to look back through UFO history for proocodomts to the oocourrancos.
Our searoh-is not partioularly rowarding. The firet thing we oome aoross is a
chapter in Frank Edwards' Strangest of All (Ace, 1962, pp. 78-82) entitled
"Quoer Craters,' in whioh six oases ‘of orators which were intrinsiocally unusual
and/or formed under unusual oiroumstenoes are listed. However, while they all
fall under this broad heading, the siz inoidents are definitely heterogeneous,
and do not seem to have all resulted from tho same cause. In four of tho ocases,.
explosions (variously desoribed as %hugo and violent," "tremendous," and "jarring")
wore reported in conneotion with the orators. In ocontrast, all of tho British
oraters wore formed silently (unless the blast that Joliffe heard was oonneoted
with the- orator at Charlton). Of tho two others, only one bears a distinct
resemblance to the 1363 opidemio, but the other may have a oonneotion. Both
will be summarized here:

On July 31, 1953 (by a ourious ooinoidonoe, just under a decade before
the British orators were first disoovered), Mrs. John C. Allen, disoovered
on her South Carolina farm'a oiroular orator whioh was more than sixty feet
aoross aud from seven to twelve feet deop. On the uext day, she ocame aoross
a seoond, emaller, orator, nine feet aoross and five feet deop. Both gave the
appearance of having boon blasted out of the ground (or, more likely, sucked
out). On July 30, a straight line of four similar orators, fifteen feet aoross
and six feet doep, was found in a field alongside a road about six miles from
Georgetown, South Carelina. All resembled the British holes in that soil was
soattered around them, they were all oiroular, and no explosion was heard at any
time. Near one of the oraters on the Allen famm, the local shoriff “disoovered
a pine treo near ono of the oraters with its. top sheared off as if by lightningg"
and foind some wood ash on tho tree (remomber the ocarbonized poplars at Po di
Gnoooa).

The seoond of these oases oocourred on a farm near Carthage, South Dakota,
in the spring of 1965. One morning, tho owners, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Hall,
disoovored in one of their fields a holo two feot in diamoter and 18 feet deep.
Clearly, tho Carbhago orator was not formed by a mechanism identiocal to that
whioh orocatod the ones in South Carolina, but it soems distinotly probable that
it too had a UFO oonneotion. More about this later.

A relatively reoout inoident, not without a distinot elemont of humor,
mey havo a bearing on our disoussion. Aocsording to the New York Timos of April
7, 1962, an enormous oblong orater was disoovored on a borough~owned traot of
land about two miles northeast of Sayreville, New Jersey. It was 1,570 feet
long, 780 feet wide, and forty foot long; it ocontained an estimeated 1,800,000
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cubic yards of f£ill dirt worth enywhoro from $360,000 to $720,000. As Mayor Harold-
Boohm of Sayroville began the invostigation, it soon beceme apparont that the only -
thing anybody know was that nobody know anything. "Meyor Boehm said tho only
cortainty was that the borough had nover beon paid for the dirbt. Ho discovered
the loss 'about a weok ago' during a routine check of the exocavators working
in the arca." It was quickly calculated that, to haul away tho dirt, the
equivalent of 360,000 dump trucks of a fivo-cubic-yard capacity each must havo
boon used. "Prosccutor Dolan [of Middlesox County7' who was callod into the
caso by Mayor Boohm, 'said: 'It's incredible that something like this oould go
on without somebody knowing about it.!' Ho said heavy earth-moving equipment
must have boon used in an oporation working a long period of time "

Obviously, it is unnecessary to invoko a UFO t0 oxplain this mysterious
holo; nevertheless;- it is as likely an explanation as anything else, and should
bo kopt in mind.

0 €0 0 Ca0a0EeaPO0O0O0O0OOOOOCONOOOESX00000O0C0Cc0C0ccap

In our Shadow of the Unknown article we, not unnaturally, made the assumption
that tho formation of tho Charlton holo was mercly a fortunate accident, a chance
by-product of. e UFO landing or npar-landing. Howevor, when wo received the
reports of other crator groups having been found all over England and southern
Scotland, it bpcame. obvious that there was considerably moro to it than that.
There was clearly a glan behind tho formation of the wystery holes -~ but what?

The key to tho puzzle was discovered by Mr. Heythornthwaito, who, being
a reader of the Flying Saucer Review, naturally had a keen oye for orthotonic
alignmonts. '"One interesting fact omorges," he wrote me. "& line through
Charlton, Wnltshlre, and the Westmorland Craters, passes as mearly as I can
judge over Middle Monynut Farm in tho Lammermuirs. (Thls is using a conical
projection map, but for a country the size of Britain the error is sm1l.}"
Counting Southampton (as we must, for the purpose at hand), there. wero six
locations in England and Scotland at which craters wore discovered; according
to calculations made by 4lexander D.. Mebene (Civilian Saucer Intell1gence,

Now York City)9, wo should expect to find one threg-point alignment in one out
of every four randan sprinklings of six points. Now, _granted these odds are far
from ovorwholming, Haythornthwaito's discovory was nevortheless most 1nterast1ng,
and we rather.loboriously plotted the locations of tho crators for ourself

(seo Figure 4) tp see .if we could find anything else of 31gn1flcance. .

The first thing that struck -ug was. the goographical posltlon of -the
Charlton-Dufton.Fell-East Lothlan almgnmsnt It runs almost exactly north-south,
differing from the.position of the second meridien west by less than 5°. It
bisects the southern coast.of England almost oxactly,and is roughly perpendicular
to it. If it is extended slightly on the north, the point at which it passes
out over the séa quito closely coinctdss With tho intersection-of lines“&rawn
along the prominent points of the on'storn- and westiern- coa’sts . * Howover one ‘looked
at it, the aligmaent soemgd t° be far_more thai . puro ooincidence i

This was all very well, but it was far from sufficient. There wo o still
the craters at Sanquhar and Flamborough Hoad to be acoounted for. We ‘decidod
to postulate a larger pattern that would fit them in -- a pattern_ including
eastern Scotland as well as England. Wo extended the Charlton-East Lothian
alignment to a hypothetical point about thirty miles northeast of tho' north-
eastern tip 'of Scotland, among the Orkney Islands, then constructed lines from
this point passing through Sanquhar and Flamborough Hoad. It quickly became
obvious that not only did those lines follow to a greet extent the eastern

9Appendix to Michel's Plying Saucers and the Straight-Line Mystery, p. 259.
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and western coasts of England (in addition, the eastern line passes exactly -
over the easternmost point of the Scottish ¢oast), but the angle that they formed
was bisected almost precisely by the extended Charlton-East Lothian alignment
(on our nap, Zﬁhﬂ‘ 14° and ZFnF = 159). It is true that our plaocement of
the hypothetical point was rather arbitrary; nevertheless, a point in the Orkueys
or within fifty miles or so south of them would seem to be the most logical
point of origination for an extraterraestrisl survey such es is indicated herg, -
and, as long as we stick to that general area, the angles outlined above will not
vary significantly.
We were admiring the neatness of the pattern which we had constructed
when another thought occurred to us. Measuring the distance from the-Middle
Monyxut Fam to Dufton Fell, we discovered.to our surprise that it was:equal
to exactly one fourth of the total distance from Middle Monyrut Ferm to Charltons
The ctance of this being coincidence was small, and it seemed roasonable to
deduce from it that the distance from the East Lothian craters to those at
Dufton Fell (approximately 134 miles) was either a basic unit of some sort
or a multiple of one. 1A
Using this as a basis for further observations; we marked off points £wo"
and three units north along our extended allgnment from Bast Lothian, in an
attempt to locate an adjusted point of origination, so to speak. However, we
quickly discovered that the distance froim either of these points to Sanguhar
and FlamborGugh Head could not be measured in even units. To remedy the dlfflculty,
we made the tentative deduction that the true "basic units" were actually halves
of our unitsj or 67 miles. Making this assumption for the moment, we. proceeded
to measure off five half-units north from East Lothian; we noted approvingly
that this new point (A, on our map) fell only about ten miles north of the
old hypothetical point of origination. Measuring from point A to Sanquhar -
yes, three units, on the noseé. From point A to Flamborough Head was four unlts,
plus about ten miles. (This discrepancy is énnoying dbut ‘not inexplicable.
The line passes almost entirely over wator until it reaches Spurn Head, morée
than fifty miles past Flamborough Head; all along this distance, Flamborough
Head is just about the only point of land along the line. If' indéed the pattern
is part of an aerial reconnaissance by UFO's, it seems 11kBly thet their pilots
would be willing to stretch a point and make a landing at Flamborough Head: E
It is interesting, although perhaps not significant, that Spurn Heod itself :
is exactly nine half-units from point A) .
The above paragraph is of course highly speculative, and the validity
of its logic cannot be proved, but it is nevertheless a reasonable extrapolation”
from the facts which can be proved. The existence of the Charlton~EBast Lothian
alignment, its geographic position, the 3:1 ratio of the distances from Charlton
to Dufton Fell and from Dufton Fell to the Middle Monynut Farm, the angles formed
when we extend this alignmout to a logioal point of origination in the northern-
most part of the Island and then connect this point with Sanquhar and Flam-

1075 gvoid obscurity in subsequent references, we are defining "unit," as used
in this article, to mean the-distance of approximntely 134 miles.

The diagrom opposite shows the pattern of lines involving craters in England
and Scotland, including Southampton. A number of the small islands off the
Scottish coast have been omitted, as they involve difficulty and do not add
to the value of the map. The original hypothetical point is not shown, to avoid
confusion. Legend: & = adjusted hypothetical point of origination; B = Sanquhar;

C = Middle.Monynut.Farm; D = Dufton Fell; E-= Flamborough-Heads-F = Charlten;
G = Southampton; p— =_a11gnment —_—— - hypothetloal llne,- —_— -
second meridian west. o
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borough Head -:nﬁhoso”aré*hotZillusory. Nor, 1n our\oplnlon,‘can they be
explained away as coindidstice. We do not possess sufficisntimathematical
knowledge to evaluate the probahility of thls patbexn appearing. by chnnce*‘

but it is clearly very small., ) .
i . vl
: b i £

Some more extrapolation coming up, but flrst a lltﬂle background 1nfor- 5%
mation. 1

4s every UFO buff worth his salt knows.:the term orthoteny was: co1ned by,
French researcher Aime Michel in his book'Flylng Saucers and the Spraight-Line .
Mystery, a study of tho sighting flap in; France in September and October 1954s °
Michel, acting on a suggestion made by the late Jean Cocteau, plotted all the *
sightings for each doy of the flap on maps, and discovored that they- tended
to fall along straight lines, which he torﬂmd ‘oM hotenic allgnments. Although
these lines almost always corresponded with the trajectories of tre obrje cts
on them, it was clear from tip chronology ¢f the sightings that an orthotenic
line was not identical with the trajectory’ of any one objects " In oﬁher words,
each point on the line represented a separate object, and thus’ the allgnments
could only be explained by postulating arpattern of aerial reconnaissance in
which at least several different machines participated. ,

During the peak of the flap in early October, Michel dlscoverod three dotes
which produced not merely alignmemts but unmistakable networks of alignments
(October 2, 7, 11), resembling spider webs. Thoe most dramatlc of the three
networks was that of the 7€h, which Michel discussosyidf some:detail on pp. :
146-50 of his book. One of his observations is partlcularlm ‘worthy of guotation:
"...there appears to be a prevalence ¢f angles of about 30 degrees; at least
eight such sngles can b& found at major apoxes."

It talls no more than a glance at our 1963 crater pattern to realize
that it too represontg a form of orthoteny -- but a spocial kind of orthoteny,
an orthoteny not of sightings of UFO's but of craters formed by UFO's. Although
there was a definitg-sighting flap over England in July 1863, the appearance
of the UFO's themsglvos was secondary to the formation of the mysterious
oraters, AR

Wo nete at onco an oxtremely significont point- 01" resemblance between
Michel's 1954 patterns and our crater.pattem: the prevalent angle in the
October 7 network was 30°, whereas the prevalent angle.in our network is 15° ==
and thiere is no need to point out that 30° is exactly twico 15°% We seem to
have coms across a highly significant fact; let us apply; it to our map and
see what happens. Taking the line #B, we rotate it '!another 15° west; it cuts
across Scotland and Ireland, but nothing spectaoulariis apparent. Now another
15°,..and our line follows closely .the northerm part of he western Irish coast.
In otler words, we have in this line and AE two sides of ansequiangular triangle
which contains almost all of the British Islgs, with 4 as itd wertex. If an
extraterrestrial survey of Great Britain were pl&nped, what better pattern
could be used for it than the one which we have. mapped out?

All of this is pure speculatidn, but it cannot be denied that it is logical
speculation, and we must not shrug it off lightly. ;Its importance may be in-
creased greatly by & bit if fnformat1on which we have -pbeen saving for now.

Although data is scanty, it is clear that furbher(craters have been
discovered in the Netherlands. Désedils are available o at least one of these.
In his most recent letter to us (10/11/63), Mr. Hs: hornthwaite wrote: "F.S.R.
the Flying Saucer Review, November-December 196 (also repprts the Dutch crater

o 2 o

Ugeq Flying Saucer Review, Sopterber-October 1963, for detailb;
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e§ being on the, Frlo.lan 1s1cnd of Sohlennonnlkoog. Tt was square, l2' deep
and more than 6' across.” Too muoh weight should not bg asslgnod to this --
‘the map wo aro using.hsro is rathor crude and not in the gnomonlo pro;joc‘tlon
which is required for exact moasuroments on the earﬁh s surface --"'But ‘e's near
as we can judge & line drawn fror. point A to Schlermohnlkoog nakeslg 300 angle

* with line AE. . It our npeasurement is accurate, we must extend our pattern onco
again -- this time to.include. the Nétherlands. e i

On the basis of this, it is perheps not too farfetclied to say’ that ‘the
British crator pattern may be merely a suction of a much larger pattern, and that
more craters may bggin to turn up along all lines forming argles of multiplos :
of 156° with line ADF at point a. This could well inolude much of Wésterm Europe.

However, before we go too far out on a 1limb, it would bo bost to attenpt
to find confirmation of our more basic deductions. If our conclusions regarding
the units are correct, we may expect to find other craters at Gnit divisions
along line 4DF, Moving north from Charlton, we encountor first Worcester; then
a point about two miles west of Stockport, then Dufton Foll and Mlddle Monynut
Farm, and finally, a.point two miles west of Bsnchory, Scotland.

These are the pom‘bs at which we should make our first attempts to locate
other craters. But we should not stop theree. #e should also examine the half-
unit divisions along this line. Betweon Charlton and Worcester we find a point
about two milos west of Malmesbury; betwoen Worcester and Stockport is a point
three miles northwest of Stafford; between Stockport and Dufton Fell is Settle;
and between Duf'ton Fell and Middle Monynut Farm is a point five miles northwest
of Bellingham. All othor half-unit divisions along this line fall over’ water.

. To 1list the half-unit divisions along line AE, beginning at polnt Az %11
of these fall over water until we reach Spurn Head, over fifty miles south of 2
Flamborough Head. The next half-unit point after that falls over water; tha ;
next is about seven miles oast of Ely; the next is on the coast, five miles
north of Southminster; and the last is almost exactly between Ashford and Dover. *

The half-unit divisions along line 4B, beginning at p01nt A: The first.
two fall over water;.the next is about four miles north of Balmoral, Scot land;
tho next is about s:x milos north of Perth; the next is about eight miles west
of Edinburgh; then comes Sanguhar; tho noxt three fall over water; the next
lies about a mile north of Pwllheli, Wales; the next falls over water; the next
is about two miles northoast of Pembroke, Wales; the next falls over water; and
the last lies two miles south of Padstow, England.

It might oventually prove worthwhile for British UFO investigators to
check the above locations for possible craters.

413

Vhat does it all mean? What is tho purpose of tho formetion of these
strange crators?

In our.Loplnlon, tho most loglcal answor to this gueostion is that they
represent an entirely new phase of the UFO reconnaissance of our planet: &n
orgamzed,and systematio study of the soil of Great Britain and pos51b1y other
places in %estern Europe.

Of course, attompts by UFO*s and UFO belngs to colloct soil samples are
herdly novel. In many of the "little mon" cases, the creatures were observed
taking specimeons of earth, from Brush Creek, California (summer 1963) to
Valencia, Venezuola (December 19, 1954). One of the most recent (and alarming
cases of this nature occurred on Avgust 17 1962, near Dmmantlna, Brazil; it
was observed by thg~ 1ll=fatod Rivalino -de Silva, who was kidnapped .by. .a UFO
thre& day’s la‘ter 12 - :

R

lZFe.te, June .'1'.96'3-, };;p. 26-33. > Tge




Similarly,-there-has.beon_gtrong evidence in the past that a number of
oases have occurred in which soil was romovod by UFO'& by puraly mechanical
moans. We refer here particularly to the famous Olden Moore 1nc1dont flov
Noverber 6, 1957. After a UF0O wag ebserved to land and bahe off again in
a field near. Mbntv1lle, Ohio, the greund was found t¢ be radioactive. In
addltzon,‘_acgordlng to the Clevéland: Press (Nov. 8),. Logke Zrbnneth Locka,
Lake Couunty Civilian Defense Dlrectuxf also foundse.two holes three fost deep.
*They wpre not like post holes, an observer said: they were perfect.* Ohé
assumes from.this that the ‘holes wero about &imiinches: in dlannter,,lika post
holes, but had smooth’ walls, a8 if earth sainples had been. removed, with B dy=
lindrieal core borer.'"13 "Ths dsséription of these hotes bears a,startllng
resemblance to that of the ho'l found neal Carthage; South, Dakota, in 1955
(see above). The only differencé 1§, of course, in the dimensions of ‘the holes.
but, obviously, +“his point ‘fs hardly of great significance:

The exact mechanism by which the Carthage and Montville holes were formed
is not clear. However, we know of another category of UFO-created holes which
differ greatly from these. Into this category fall the British craters which
have been the subject of this article, the craters at Poncey-sur-1l!Ignon and.
Po di Gnocca, and probably tho craters discovered in South Carolina in 1953 -
(poss1bly also tho Sayreville holes although to darry away 1,800,000 cubie
yards of soil would be a big job sven for a UFO). The oraters 4in this’ category
were almost dpfinitely formed by the suction dreated. by UFO -force. fieldss

Although,s as. pointed out aboveé, soil samples have often been taken by
UFO!'s in tho. past, before 1963 this was extremely sporadic and haphazard,
almost as.if it were a minor sidelight to which attention was.glvenronly whon'
time could be spared from more important -projects. . It was not until the
crater epldemlo ‘that any pattern was discernible.

The meaning of this beccmes more readily apparent when we con51der the
pattern of UFQ activity deduced by Mirs. Coral E. Lorenzen in her excellent
book The.Great Flying Saucer Hoox (William-Frederick; 1962). Mrs. Lorenzen
points out that in the early years of UFO activity (1947 to mid~1952) there
was no apperont pattern; it seemed that the UFO's were concerned only with
goneral observation of Earth. With the Big Flap in 1952, however, the whole
picture was changed; the UFO's evinced particular interest in terrestrial
defenses. The orthotenic discoveries by Michel in regard to the French flap
of 1954 indicated that a similaTr survey was being made in Rurope. It was
during the period of 19%3-55 that most of the early collection of earth samples,
rocks, etc. by the "little men" took place. The pattern again shifted abruptly
in the fall of 1957, when the sudden eruption of electro-magnetic cases in
the United.States added what the late Captain E.J. Ruppelt called "a whole new
dimension to the UFO 1nvest1gat10n "14 The mmorican cases seemed innocuous
enough -- mainly involving stalled automobiles and similar incidents -- but
there were a number of foreign xeports which vioro, to say the least, rather
sinister. These latter cases were capably analyzed by Dr. Olavo T. Fontes,

Rio de Janeiro physician and, crack UFO researcher, whose thesis it was that
UFO's are. hostile. His hlghly controversial interpretation of them was that
they were weapon tessts by tho UFO's, possibly in preparation for an approaching
D-day. In 1960, Dr. Fontes documented an orthotenic survey which had taken
place in northeastern Brazil on May 13 of that year, which he considered a
study for the purpose of gathering data for future UFO mass landings, tho
beginning of an 1nvasmon of Barth. .More than a yeor later, UFO landings™

and "little men" reports, which had been more or less dormah%?’began ‘to-piek-. .

13Append1x to Flying Seucers and the Straight-Line Mystory, p. 253.

M¥nney and Hall, The Challenge of Unidontified Flying Objects (Weshington, 1961),
p. 70, Appendix E of this excellent volume contains the complete NICAP
Subcomnittee report on olectro-megnetic effects, prepared in June 1960.
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up, and increased through 1962. They reached their peak late that year,

mainly in South America but also to some extent in the United States (as witness
the Oradell, New Jersey, sightings of September). These foll off in early

1963, and, from then until the summer, what sightings thoro were were rather
humd rvm.

Then came the British crater epidemic -- the latest major UFO pattern
change to date. For the first time, the primary concern of the UFO's was with
soil samples. What had previously been a mere routine interest suddenly bcecame
a project of tho highest priority. A whole new phase had begun.

This phase may be interpreted as being ominous. "The little men," wrote
Mrs. Lorenzen (p. 49), referring to the collection of earth samples in 1954,
"were interested in earth crops and soil probably in their usefulness to their
plans. I envision a huge leboratory sosswhere in space in which experiments
involving the adaptability of other types of plant life to earth soil are being
carried out. What are their plans? They may intend to establish a base on
earth, and if the visitors intend to bring along thoir own agriculture they
plan to stay a long while."

If wo evaluate the British craters in the light of Mrs. Lorenzen's hy-
pothesis, the reuwults are clearly more than a little frightening. But we nust
beware of letting our netural fear of the unknown run away with us. Cogent
as these hypothetical reconstructions of the UFO beings' purpose may be,
we should remember that they are mere hypotheses, and that the facts are
subjeot to other and more optimistic interprotations. (Indoed, it is note-
worthy that most of the case for UFO hostility rests upon pure hypothesis.)

On the other hand, we must not permit these considerations to lull us into
a false sense of security, leaving us vulnerable to a possible invasion from
space.

However they are interpreted, the crater reports bring hcmo once again
the importance of the UFO situation, and the need for thorough, meticulous,
scientific study of it. We must not procrastinate -- we must get to work on
it -- NOW,

FAMED AUTHOR, NATURALIST JOINS NJA4AP PANEL

In order that NJAAP may have tho opinions of highly qualified persons in
studying and evaluating UFO data, we are forming a Panel of Special Advisors
to help us. ilthough we wish to include one or two top-notch UFO investigators,
wo hope for the Pancl to mainly consist of persons whose specialties lie in
such fields as physics, meteorology, olectronics, and other scientific areas.
Membership on our Panel, therefore, does not mecessarily imply emdorsement of
our opinions on the UFO situation, even to the extent of belief or disbelief in
the reality of UFO's. We will individually give the opinions of each &dvisor.

We are honored to have on our Panel the famed author and naturalist Ivan
T. Sanderson. Mr. Sanderson is a graduato of Eton, Cambridge, and the University
of London, holding a B.A. degroe in Zoology, Geology, and Botany. He is a
Fellow of the Linnean Society of London, the Royal Geographical Society of
London, and the Zoological Socioty of London. He has traveled all over the
world, made frequent regular appearances on radio and television, and has
authored sixteen books on ‘zoology and related fields. Mr. Sanderson is present-
ly the Science E&itor for Chilton Books, Philadelphia.

Mr. Sanderson's opinion on UFOfs is that, while many UFO's are extra-
terrestrial vehicles, "UFQ" covers a largely heterogeneous group of objects
and phenomena, as diverse as the life forms found in the North Atlantic.

NJAnP is indeed fortunate to have the aid of Mr. Sanderson.
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