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UFO'S SEEN OVER PHILADELPmA. DETECTED ON TW.> SEPARATE RADARSCOPES 

Covor-Up of
_ 

Reports 

Ono of the three or !'our best sightings of reo�nt months occurred early 
on the morning of July 31, 1963, over Philadelphia. Sightings were made by 
dozens of Philadelphia residents, in addition to obsarvers in the Tower of the 
Philadelphia International Airport, and radar contacts were made by both the 
Inta rnat iona 1 and MoGuire Air Force Base, Nev( J er soy. Yet • owin� ·to t b3 sup- � 

prossion of pertinent facts, this most important incident has received little 
publicity, and what little there was tended to promote tho impression that the 
sighting was oaused .by Aroturus or s�no other heavenly body. It is only due 
to first-hand interiiews by NJ� investigators with key parsons in the .sighting 
who must remain anonymous that the facts presented here wero discovered. 

The firs�. r,eports ware made around midnight (o.pparently) on July 30-31, 
when numerous Philadelphians observed a strange reddish UFO hanging at 450 
in the westorn sky. Unfortunately, too exact times of observations and details 
o f  reports are not clear, owing to tho confusion of the vari ous sources. Our 
investigo.tion was begun too lute to clear up these obscurities. and it does not 
seem that at.this lnto dato they oan bo cleared up. Howover, wo present the 
information o.vo.ilablo to us, which shows the. outlines of tho sighting fairly 
clearly. 

Tho Philadelphia Inquirer (7/31/63), roportod that "a flashing red nnd 
white object with a red tail hung over West Philadelphia mystit,ying midnight 
al!;y watchers early Wednesday. Tho object flashed brilliantly nrd was soon from 
the western suburbs ard various parts of the oity. To cetlter city viewors it 
soomed npout 45 degrees above the horizon. The tower at International Airport 
and the Weather Buroau were unablo to identify it"." The Inquirer wont on the 
newsstands on tho morning_of July 31J that evening the Philadelphia Bullotin 
o.ppoarod with a negative and contradictor,y story, undor a normal ly facetious 
hoadlioo ("Twinkle, Twinkle,. How They Wondorl") Tho UFO was vo.guoly desoribod 
as "flashing objocts in tho sky," and "towermon and weathermen" woro quoted 
as identi.fying it as a star. "Thoro's hardly e.ny question about it," ran tho 
quotation. "What the callers saw was a star." · 

This answer soooed perfect� s�tisfactor,y, and, as nobody botherod to ask 
o:x-aotly which star was the culprit, this point romainod unclear until August 
LO, when it was lifted out of obscurity by Dr. I.M. Lovitt, Director of Fola 
Planetarium and part-tioe UFO debunkor. Arcturus was tho answor, said ho <.!1!­
_ql; it"er, 8/ll,P63), adding that this brilliant star "dips bolow tln nort�ostorn 
�lvrizon by r.tidn ight to 1 A$M. during August." It does not seem to have occurred 
·bo tm Inquirer writ�rs to wonder he. a star which set between nidni_g��. and 

· (soe "Philadelphia Si ghting," P• 3) 
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... . EDITORIAL 

On the whole, we feel that edi:torials in UFO �agazines are rather tedious 
affectations that UFOlogy oa.n well do··without, and so we sha.ll try to avoid 
them· as much as possible in· the ·ruture -- but · it somehow doe�t not seem tit·ting 
to put out the first issue of a bulletin under one's own auspices wit�9ut say�ng 
a few words on the occasion. So perhaps this might be an opportune tit:le to 
make a few general observations and statetOOnts of principle. 

It is unfortunate that a la rge number of UFO researchers these days have 
to an al arming extent lost sight of the true goals t owar.d which thoy are striving. 
UFOlogy is in itself a highly controversial field, and to add superfluous and 
often nonsensical controversy to it sorves orily .t.o obsouro a subject which is, 
heaven knows, mystifYing enough without any such outsido holp. Yet this is 
What many UFO students are doing -- and, in ma� oasos, devoting tho bulk of 
their timo and effort to doing. Many UFO publications with terrific potential 
havo degenerated into -- or ah�s wero -- mare gossip sheets, with UFO 
sightings and concreto evidence oomprossod and tucked into the "Short Shots" 
column to accot:lmoda.te juicy bits of scandal. Wo blush to say that the chief 
offenders are ofton teon-ngers -- tho pooplo upon whom the futuro of UFO 
research ro·ata. 

· 

Why is this so? Well, for ono thing, most people are naturally attro.cted 
to gos�ip. As controversies involving personalities provido somo of the most 
luscious gossip that one co.n find, it is n atural that rea.dora should be attro.cted 
to such controversios and tho.t oditors of UFO journals, eithor because of p er­
sonal inolino.tion or desiro to ploo.so thoir readerShip, should include a groat 
deal of material of this nature. Wo ropoat, this i s  o. porfootly natural desiro, 
and ha.rdly something to bo o.shamod of, but it must bo strongly su ppressod whon 
dealing· with UFO' a. A:f'tor all, tho tabloids ma.y mnko thrilling roo.ding, but 
it is on tho pngos of the Now York Tit:los that history is ma.do. 

In this bulletin, we refuso to to.ko po.rt in the potty and childish feuds 
indulgod in by so rno.ny UFO splinter groups -- their' sonsoloss attacks upon 
NICAP o.nd eo.oh othor. We sho.ll devote no spa.oo to moto.physios, religion, or 
politi os; those who m ve fo llowod too docline nnd fo.ll of Norbort Gari etyt s 
S.P.A.C.E. know well how fat·al thoso oo.n bo to a UFOzine. 

On the positive side, wo � o.ttompt to presont to you the best first­
ho.nd reports a.va.ilo.blo to us, as throughly investigated as possible. · And, more 
inportant, wo shElll give you intorpreto.tions of the UFO evonts in factual 
o.rticlos -- the ono on tho British oro.tors which appeo.rs in this ·issue, for 
exo.mplo. For it is only in this manner that wo co.n achiove tho true objeotivo 
of our researCh: to solve the UFO mystory. 

"Enough of words. Doeds now," so. id Aoschylus t Prornotho·us. Indood, · it is 
high t imo wo stoppod this odit orial jnbboring o.n.d proooodod to o\ir more m.:. 
portant r.atorial. We leave you with one final bit of instructiont 

Read -- and THINK. 

1'he N.J .A.A.P. Bulletin, Vol. II No. 2, Novonbor i"963. Published by the �ew 
�:rsoy Association on Aorial Phononono. (NJAJU?), 156 Lakesido Drive, Levittown, 
?onnsylva nia , 19054. Directors David Hnlperin. ··Dues: $2.00 for six bi-monthly 
issues of Tho :r1.J .A.A.r. Bullotin. Quotatt-ons pt;tr-mitted if' source :ts ac­
knowledged:--
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Philadplphia Sighting (oont'd) 

laOO A.M. oould appear to be at 45° in too west during the onrly morning hours. 
. ?:��!3 obsour.�ty was �rely compounded. by a. lette.r f'ro)Il D�. Lov�tt� (�/3/63), 

informing ·�a that "who� tho Inquirer oallod mo, it. was around ten otolPok
. 
and 

at t�at'time ·�roturus was 450 above the horizon." �h�s �atomont·ran �ireotly 
counter to all· the information that �a had previously' g·ath>.rod:on tho ·sighting. 
Mr. Glonn Stallard. of the Woo.tho·r Bureau at tho Internation.al· Airport. had . told 
us aver �he phqno .1iho.t a.ll reports of' tho objeot to h,is of'fico had' oocui-rod after 
midnight� al�hou� ho' had not boen thore to roooive �-hom�·· After ouf letter, from 
Dr. Lovitt, we requested written oonf'irmation of' this; and reooivod t'he following: 
"I �� on duty at tne Weather Bureau of't'i�o from 4a00 p.-m. to oidn.ight on July 
30, t963, .. To the best of nw knowledge no. reports

. 
of'· upidontii'�od flying objoots 

wero roooiv9d that· ovoning" (9/27/63). Tho �\lplications of this aro .· ole� onough. 
Unf'or.tune.toly,. lette'ra to: �ho ot'tioo of· t'ru� Inquirer .h,ave bro.ught. on;t.Y: 

vague and ambiguous answers, of no help whatever in oloaring up this point. 
This muoh, however, soems oertaina It' indoed the UFO was observed at lOaOO 
on July 30, it stayed' aroun·d for· e.' good· iong· tiino. Wo are' informed by a roli­
ablo souroe that UFO. repo�s ware cooing in very frequently to the. Airport 
after mianight.� Ob:vio9.sly, . whatovor it was that Philadolphi�ns wore . seeing, it 
was not tho et ar-Arot urua •

. : . . 

· 

The:sighting.roaolwd.. its 9limax at about 2t00 A.�., l when men in tbo radar. 
shaok p.t. tho Intorne.�ion$.1. · �irp.ort not iood three ·Ut:J.E)Xplainod blips in tho nort}?.­
wes.:t quadr�t of' thoir rade.rsoopos. ThosE) blips eubs.equontly 1:1ovod off' into 
the northoO.st :quad}:"allt; short;ty atterw�rd, obaorvors in .the Tower saw three· 
mysterious whi'te'. l;gl'Jts in �he northoe.stom sq. . . 

· .·An investig�t�on .of ' the st�e.ngo objeots was rna..de by �he pilots of; a smll .· 
priva�e plil.n€!. A� they :wo� up �f'to� the UFO's, they wero vo.�torod in by too .. 
radamo� at the· International Airport. The�r first visUD.+ contact wn.s r.ado 
when . they were 'at about ·'?bOO or· 3000 feet. 'J;'he .ra.dar sha.ok r�d�ood� "Objoot ·' 
12a00 yo.ur·_podtion.lt' .Suro enough, dtreotly �head of' :thom, low on tho horiz(?n, 
at an angle of: about 300 to the airpla.no' s �ose, was a white light in the north­
oast� · ' ·  · · 

f.o:r the n.ext hour . or s�, too. radarmen oo�'ijinuod to guide 'them, putting 
t�m through, an. involved _.,erioa ot twists, turns�

. 
and. loops. However, despite 

this, .:they only ma.p.ago<i to got a glimpse 0� ono othor UFQa a smll light in. 
the· north-noi-t.h-oast, ,partly hidden in what look�d li� � ·mzebank. , · 

Fi�ally, too r·�dar sha.ok advised them to switoh their trequenQY over �o , 
McGui.ro· Aii; Foroe Base, N�w Jersey, ov.or thirty miles fro'� tho Airport (in 
an oaf!t-�o.rtll-ea'8t d�reotion). They did· GO, ·and McGuire, whioh: appa�ent ly 
had tho idont:\.pa.l o'Q,Joots on its· soopos� <;:ontinUed to: vootof tho1:1 in on thci 
lights. · . . . · ..

. .. · 
.· · 

In :brief', .. the pilots we.ro una.blo to' get acy olosor to the UFO'�, nor wore 
they · ab;te. to . . diso.ove7 a��i� a bout toom .. . The o�ase ended o.t around. 3t30� 

��.n.f.ortblfB:�e.�y,. o�F-.S.?,�rc_os for . t� .fol�owi.n� inf'or�atio� .oo�si.st al.most entir�-� 
ly Rf firat-}?.and i�orviews with persons whose nat1es cannot be divulged here • .  

HoWever, .oonf'i.rilation of' those statements t:1ay be found in the WOR BaOO News .· · 
bh>adoast of' the morning or· July 31. This aco ount, which is, to the beat of 
our knowledge, the only news coverage

. 
of this facet of' tho sighting·,· is sub- · 

ste.ntially aoourate. The souroe ot WOR' s infortJAtion is not kn9Wn;
. 
it may 

l>ro�e t,o be of' considerable . i.J:Ip.ortanoe, and Spo�·a'! Advisor ·rvati ·Sander·son is 
investig�t ing .t� �a.tter· • .' If he discovers anything,. it will �e reported· 'in 
the next issue of ��his Bulletin. · · 
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when tha pilots observed a National Airline s ·p ·liuW. :.: ·'appr0a.oh1ng frbm Washington, 
D.c., .en ro.ute to New York, preparing to land at the I.me.mational Airport. _ 

The ai rline pilot overheard their converaa:�ions, atd asked thet1 wmt i t  was 
. all ab?U'i?•·. Th9Y told ·him. .He ·rep l i ed t·hat he was unable to look around at 
tho ti,.tlet J:iu1i�..:at'ter taking off· again for New York, 'would have a ohanoe .. to 
do so.• . . He then .. :bl'9k£� off. communication.,· and the 1�rivate pilOts, who were 
getti� .. disgueted .. with .their ·:fnit less searoh;"deoided to give up the hunt 
and ·:La��· · . .. . •-

': 
- . .· 

�t. is no� -kn�: at · pr esent .whether the···Natio�l Airlines 'pilot was_ · ever 
able to. l o.�k tQr -tb:l · o.bje:ots, .. and, if' ·SO, what he ·saw. Attempts_ ·on. our part 
to locate him ·have ;thus far been··unsuco�a'stul, ·and .it ifl rather doubtful . if 
any tlQre ·i�fo�t.iQn . on this. will ·be fort hOotling. · · · 

· · · · 

. . - . . . � . . ; ·,-.. : ............ : ..... � •................. ,.� . . . 
. .. 

If the ·;�d�·
r .. siS,ht

.
ing h�d be�n ·g·iven straightfomrd treat�nt by the. 

ofj:'ioial persons .. ·p.otn··a� 'th:e: .Internatio�l Airport- ·abd MoGuire · Air Foroe.' &se, 
it is proba}).le '1iha,t. it wou ·ld· be. a . . oonsidE11:'ably' W'eight'ier 'pieoe or. ev!idenoe than 
it h now; in: any pase, there. would be no nece ssity �or th'i� .obje-�ti onably 
�:�elodratlat.i.o a.upp.ress·�on. of the names· or our sources.-· Unfort unately, t his -
was not the case. : Som.e .. :form .o·f' censorship was· imp'osed,· and the 'sightings were 
denied by both MoGu i re o.nd the International Airp'O.rt• (We may . note he're tmt 
we ha.ve n o  do"'bt· . as.to. the ·re liability of our s ource's .'·a.s 9J?pos·ed'1;o the denials). 
Captain John. w. · Goodso n, . of MoGu ire AFB-, informed · us il'l a · letter da.ted 

.. 8/27/63a 
nThe stater:ent . .  �ttributed to t� WOR News Bureau ·in your ·letter.. is · not true. 
No light!' .w qre p icked · Up ··by MoGuire rada-r unitl! � . �.n .:About ·a w:eok later, : 
similar denials were made over· the phone 'to us by one ·o� the p�rso'ns �ho 'was· 
in the radar :shaok at. the . time of· ·  the sighting. He retlembered that there was 
s ome commotion over. a l.igl).t .wliich· later turned out to be Arottirus; 't;he .rada� · 

. was not involv�d, in t1ny 'case . · .. · · · · ·, . . · ,_. · · . . : · · . , · 

Alt.hough � orig iMlly.· p o stuiated aomE;i i'orci. .or offlciat coveJ;"-Up, pre.\"' 
suMb� sponaol'ed·by the Air.Force;. turtm:r refle-ction has mac\e it seem more 
probable that the :�uppression of ·faots· was carried out �t qu ite a low level. 
At any rate, it seams unlikely that the higher officials a.t. McGuiro and the 
Airport even heard· about. "the·. i n cident. EarlY i!l ·August, ive' spb�e ov�r. the. 
phone with Leo G .• Marshall, , Facility Chief of the 'Tower a-t; t�e .Airp·ort. We. 
are aoquainted w:ith .ltfr.· Marshall, and bel'i eva him to rbe·thoroug}:lly hone.st and 
sincere. He wa·s ve.ry pleasant . . and helpfUl over· 'the pho�e·, and .·�:lnced an ;interest 
in UFO' s. Te the ·best of··hi·a' kn()wle.dge.r·he :said:, i:i'o r.�po':i-ts . had." come '-n·. ;t��t 
night, but added that. he would 'probably not be inf�m.ed· of ·phone. 9allS. rep ort ing 
unusual lights . He. did say that. an engineer named Jama�r Orlari(lo had .. ph9ned to 
report a sighting , .but he oouldntt · remeobar just when.2. ·we'beli�ve '\i��· hie 

2The Orlando sighti ng; �� i�t ·er· diso�verod,, ·oe�ul;'red on;July 22, and-·was..-unl'e• 
lated to the later incident. We sutll:larize it here I At about 10.145 P.M., Mr • 

. Orlondo was . standing out11ide·. a--pe:rked �1" n:ear the' .West i��o·�G.ejlan·f in ·. · 
Philadelphia when he obsened a ·red bal l with a gree� t��l or�s·Sing t·be sq on 
a alnnt trajectory :froo so·uthweSb to northeast. We ident.if'ie·d thitr:a s··b.n un• 
usually brilliant .firoballm:ete'or�··an·ci;' 'a l�h ough Dr •. C�arles _p.· OliVier· {Pres­
ident of Aoerica n Mete�r �ociety, emer�tus Pro�essor of Astronomr,at the Univer­
sity of Pennsylvania; · ·Spee'ial Advisor to. ··NIC�) had '.rio re,ports. on· file. which 
would conf im such �n exvlahation�· We' ho.ve no . :val�d. reason _'to doubt. . Mr. . 
Crlando, howover, · ·irf to b& dG.Gpl:f thanka4 for· hiS J:9.nP,ness in cooperating :w1.th 
us and ootll'lended ·ror the luoid nature· of his .report. Our spe�ial the.n}ts to 
Miohael R. Freedl:lan, of Philadelphia , who interviewed the witness. 
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denial was sincere, and that he honestly had not been inforced of the sighting. 
The sar.e probably goes for tho officials at McGuire. · 

In our opinion, the "censorship" was probably the result of o. outuo.l agree­
ment on the part of the ro.darmen (both at McGuire o.nd at the Airport) and tho 
towernen. All were doubtless awo.ro of the scorn of the Air Force for UFO's, 
and they (or at least th ose at McGuire) feared that they would be looked upon 
with considerable disfavor by their superiors if they reported flying saucers 
on their radarscopes. The best thing, they decided, was to keep ouo.3 

This, and not an Air Force cover-up, see�s to be the best explanation of 
tho denials we received. 

••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

I t  should be noted here that a nu�ber of sightings occurred over Ph�delphia 
on the night of August 4. We have been able· to d isocver no information about 
then other than the scanty data given in too Philadelphio. Lail.y � of 8/5/63, 
o.nd their value as evidence is practically nil. "One Daily News caller said 
her husband and so�e neighbors saw sonething ooving slowly through the s�. It 
appeared to be red, white and blue and looked like the top of a maypole, she 
said. A-nother oaller reported a cross in the sky 'right in back of the �oon.' 
Experts see�ed to think the sightings were caused by starligh� reflecting on 
upper a�osphe rio bands of dus t or soog." Despite the ambiguity of the last 
sentence (who were tho "exports," and exactly what does "seened to think" 
mean?), the atnospheric explanation seems probable. We mentl.on these sighting a 
here noro as a matter of record than anything else. (See also the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, 8/5/63). 

••• • •• • • •••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • •• 

The possibility o£ a natural explanation for the events of July 31 should 
not be dis�issed auto�atically, but should be given carefUl exaoination. 

First, we �ust nention one point which will bring joy to the skeptic's 
heart. There existed strong tenperature inversions on the night of July 
30-31 (as, indeed, for the next �ee� or �o)� Early that evening, a cold 
front had passed over Philadelphia, swooping away the dust, Slog, haze, and 
whatnot which was present in the city's atmosphere. This unusual clarity 
of the sey was augcented by a nu�ber of layers of hot and cold air, rendering 
Dr. Levitt1 s Arcturus theory far fro� fantastic. 

However, upon closer exaoino.tion, it falls apart. The oost obv�ous of 
its flaws is that the sightings reached their peak after Arcturus ha:d sunk 
below the horizon. The brilliant star Vega was visible in the west in the 
early t'lorning hours, but it was at too great an altitude above tm horizon 
to have oaused the sightings. 

There is another salient point, which �ust be nentione.d. ¥le have an o.f:'fioial 
U .s. Weather Bureau weather �p for laOO A.M. on July 31, 1963; it shows that 
�eteorologioal conditions were strikingly unifors for a great distance along 
the Middle Atle:ntic Coast.4 Fro� this, we cay infer that tm prevalent at-

3rn a letter to us dated 11/13/63, Major Maston M. Jacks of the USAF Public 
Information Divi9on donied any knowledge o f  the sighting. 

40ver Philadelphia, the teopera.ture was 12, the dewpoint was 55, and the baronet� 
was 176 (having r1son · and leveled off, +14, in the past three hours). For New 
York, these figures were, respectively: 7J, 54, 176, +10. Washingtons 76, 55) 
l'Ti6, +10. Bostons 67, 54, 157, --. All of these locations were clear, ex-
cept for Washington, which was about 3/4 clouded, with a visibility of 10 ci>""r.. 
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.· · 

mospheric conditions were very much. similar . .over an area quite· a·bit larger 
than the Delaware Valley., Yet, althoug'tl d.oz�ns of Philadelphians were start'led 
by an object which Dr. Levitt and others wo.uld have' u� believe· was an' atmospheric 
distortion of a star, this "distortion" was apparent)¥ se·en nowhere else. It 
ie strongly: indicated that the "unlmown," whatever it vias, was quite close to 
Phi la de lphia. -

There is a temptation to· dispos� pf th,e· ra��r sighting by in..}iold.ng too 
\;empnrature inversions';. howev�r,_ th�s ."s�f!�S e�reJ:!ely imp11obaole. Not only 
were the sem objects picked up on radar units nore tha:n thirty niles .apart 
(quite a neat trick for temperature inversions) but were seen visually from the 
Tower. 1'he odds against any such explanation are very high, and the skeptios 
will have to do batter. . . · · · · · : ·:: · · · · 

"It should be mentioned, though, in �he inte�ests of objectivity, that the 
observations made by the pilots have an.ele�ent 9f doub� attaoheu to them. 
Checking a star. chart, we disoeverod that 1;he bright ·star· Aldebaran was just 
above the northeast horizon at the tir.ie . or: t.he s�gh�itrg

.
; ·similarly, the star 

Capella was in the "north-north-east; �h�.l'l� ;9entifications, however, are in 
theoselves rather doubtful • . The light ('lee)n o� ·too no'rtheast horizon was des­
cribed as at.ea.dy; although there was sope .suggest'-"on th_at ·;i.t might have been 
a planet (which -.a qt.a shed when we checi�!=J.d .our aii:l.anao and star chart),. it 
certainly did not exhibit too characte.ri'st;r�a· of .a star.-· ·Strong - temperature 
inversion layers o.ay give a star an unusual-app�e..�ahce in ' that· it. seems to. 
be 11in motion, hoYerlng, pUlsating, and flash:i:og red am green l:i'ghts)'5 but• . 
from this very description. it seems unii���y the.� �hey Would impart· ·to it the 
characteristics of a steady light. In addition,· the ·eoinoidence·of the position 
of the light with that of the radar blip would seam to tastify'a.gaina� suo� _an 
explanation. However,. it is a possibi�ity which should be kept in mind. 

It must be em,pha.sizad that the se considara.ti'ons· i1i>2 not detract from the 
value of the sighting in general. It certain� r�ma.ins one of the best and 
most important UFO incidents of 1963. · · _' . . 

. 
. 

· 

. 

-�--�---------------------------------------------------------�-�------------�-� 

ORTHOTENIC CORRECTIONS' 

.
.

. 
· 

Since. ·our article on 1952 orthoteny in The S'tiadow of the Unlmown was pub­
lished,,we· have discovered further information-ragardi�t�Qtatementa made 
therein. . 

As pointed out. to us by Ceci 1 D• Clayton, of Hehde-rson, Kentucky, our 
tentative ident ification of Lynnville, �ndiana; with Lfnn, Indiana (in regard 
to the sightings of Ju� 25) w�s ·quite incorrect. Aot_ually, Iv.nnv�llo is a 
small town about twenty miles northeast of Evansvilla; and nowhe� near our 
proposed alig�ent. It is with,a 'pang of rag�t that· we drop this. lovely 
alignt1ant into the wa.stabasket, but, ·que·_sert(, �· · . 

· The abovementioned pang is somewhat a�l�viatad by our disoo�ery .of the 
true location of Carrn.el, Ohio, in oon.�edtion with the July '19 aighti'ings. Al­
�hough our proposed River Edge-Ca.mel-Charlton Flats alignment failed to materia}o 
ize, we d.isoovered an aquaJ)y va.l'�d ono stretChing fr.om Cha.rlton FJ,ats through 

· Camel to VIB.shington. · · ·· ' · · . " i Fl " ·
, As stated. in our article, our stl,\dy of orthoteny during th� B g . ap 
is far from finished. The article oeroly reported the res�lts o; a pilo� study. 

tiT- ---� -�-- -�-\.,"".; ... � .. .P ........... . t .. .;.-;,.· ..... l! ,........,.pe,.a'hhr: . •  Tu1v. l9fi?.. Won't vou halo? 110 ll.ll;1(:1U WVJ,:Q O.Lf,l&"'..I.UE)O ••v..u '-'.......,...,, u..t..,..'--.t ,t'•-- .,_..,_J 11 ---tl , ----- v .,. : . . . 
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NIGAP -- the National Investigations Colllll4ttee on :Aerial Phenomece. :;;:�·is 
finally apout to_ p�blish i1:;,s �lo.ng-awaited. :repo� � .!!E2 'Evidence, the result 
of a he roi'o six-year s�rugg),9 t9 present. the UFO faots t:o the publi.o:-� Although 
thi.s Report· has b�en:: in. pre·p���.ion for the past year and a half,· owing t_q fi­
nanc,.�l and _otJter p�o�lemj priQiing was delayed until now.· But," in the July­
September 1965' issue o_f 'its organ, � U .F.O.· Investigat·or; NlC.AP �nnoun9ed 
the forthcoming publication of the Rep�rt,· stated that it�was available to 
mEJnbers only for $3.9�_, and stro�gly expressed the neoe asity of . orde;-_�. i'9Z: 
The UFO Evidtmoe bi a .najQn_ty o� memb�rs. .Response we:s·'good, · a:nd' $ar.�Y. this 
'iii'Oiitii"'Nlc.AP· informed .lis tlW,t �-pr.inting of the R.eport 1e assured, als�d �on.;. 
tinuat:l:oil (if- NI CAP." .. :·· · .. ··. .· . . ·· .. .. .. ... : ' .. : ·-�·� · .' ·· · 

There is little do.ub:b 'tha.t_.: .�hen t�. Re.portr.· OOJOO 8 6\.lt;· it ·wi1i�'· o-reata_. the 
.,�,Jliggest splash tha.t· UF.Ol9gy has ··se�n:-.:Ln the: past decade� :··It·-��1-be.�i��.ributed 

,-to  all MeJ;lbers of Oo�gr.�ss . and over 2,000 newspapers and broado�s,tin.g·_ st�t1ona. 
It will ·be the oomple�e·,. fully . da9umented, history of UFO' s, and· of the Air .Force 
oensorsh1p of UFO data. It may we�l bring:.a.n end:: to· offioie:l s'eoreoy for· once 
and tor all, and inaugurate an entirely new-ere.:for UFOlogy. 

Unforttmo.t ely ,. this . .  most impo�ant document; is at. pre-sent una.vailab�� . to 
no.n-members, and NICAP has �mporarily·.eeased·. accepting new mernber·s. However, 
when membership is re-opened-- and we .are. sure that-it so on�ill be

.
-- we·urge 

aH. =-M\o r:ead this=·to join NICAP. Duee are $5.00..:·for· six b1-moatihlY issues .. -­
·ext�emely cheap for wl:lat is probably �he best a.rxi most attra-c.ti�e � jouz:�l 
published in this countxy. Write: 1536 Conneoticut . .Avenue,·NW;· Washington ·6, 
n.c., 20036. -- · .·� · . 
----·.;. .. :: ______________ ....,.., ______ .., _____ .. ---------------.--------·-----------.-.-.��----

. 
. .. . . - . . .... . - . - .  

'BONFIRE1.�LIKE OBJECT.. SIGHTED . .ovER PH·ILADEimiR-·· · . ·. . . ... �· . _.. ·-

At approximately 7t00 P.M. on October 6, 1963, a UFO described as being 
like a "bonfire" was observed over Philadelphia by Miohaol R. Freodman, an 
18-year-old student. Mr. Freedman is dooply interested in UFO's, and gave the 
Director invnluable assistance in investigating the radar-visual sighting of 
July 31 (see above). . · 

Mr. · Freodmnn1 s report f'ollow�t : 
"I was standing atop a four..;si.ory building checking the sunset for pos­

sible· photography. Being interested in UFO•s, I decided to watch aircraft, 
birds, stars, etc. in order to be better able to distinguish these objects fro1:1 
authentic UFO•s. 

''Looking towards tm southeast, I saw a f'o.irly large yellow-orange object. 
It could be described as a 'bonfire' with four to six whitish areas along the 
r.senter. It was J:lOl'G oblong than round.tt 

{In a later interview with the witness� it was determined that the objeot 
rad been oval, about twice as long as it was wide. Its length was approximately 
r->qual to the diameter of' a nickel held at ann's length. The whitish areas were 
urranged in a straight row along its length. Although glowing lika a bonfire, 
its apparent outline was fairly rigid, and it did not shoot off tongues the 

way a fire would.) 
"Below this objeot was some type of aircraft, its navigation light f'lashing 

:right rod." (The witness later stated that· it was trave ling in a so uthwester­
ly direction.) (cont'd) 



r 

'7rom o:j.os•r observo.tion I vias able to determine the posit ion of the UFO 
as so uthea.at Philaielphia over or near the Delaware River. It was a.bQut �0 
degrees above the s�uth�rn horiz�n. 

11The object wa.a.-t'�:ve·ling· eastward (ENE) a.� first, \hen changed to a. 
northwesterly course (NNW). One mome.nt it was going east, �nd 'tb:J next thing 
I knew it proceeded west. . . 

"It was visible for· about 20 seconds before completely v an:Lshing� Not 
upwards, not fohrards, jUst odisa.ppeo.ring • • • •  · 

, 
·

. . 
.. . . "Additional information: Its velooity was more or less .uniform although. 

it seemed slightly faster than the aircraft 'below' 'it. It. did 'not. 'fall' 
but appeared to glide thrttug}1 t�e air.. Other tha.n . the . sharR change· o·f d�reotl·�n, 
it did not execute any unusual o.erial manEiuvors. 

. . : 
"Also': tb:l sun had dropped below the horizon before the sighi;ing �nd its 

rays still impo.rted an or�nge-r.ed glow to the cloudq in the imm�di�te _w:�st. I 
had gone up to the roof o.bou:t .6.tl5 P.M. o.nd left at abo.ut 7:30 P.�." .. 

· Mr� F:reedmo.n�s.own evaluation of the sighti1;1g is: . . 
"I douqt very. much ··if it was o.ey 'of the foilowin'g: opticai illusion; 

halluoination;'aircraft; ·balloon;.reflecti•n or suniight; birds; meteor,.. ' 

"However, were I t'� dho6se qne of the o..bov�;� for an 1explano.t.i.on,' o.ptioal 
illusion or .meteor �ould. be my. gue_ss. . , 

. 

·. tti ·am not ·a.ccus.t omed to, shouting 1UFOV at overy:bhing that does not fit 
my conception of ·'natural phenomena..' I win· say this -- the obje .. ct was unlike 
a.nyi;hi'bg r have ever ·aeon in the reia.tively short period of iny sky-watching, 
or from anything 'no.tural' I have ever heo.rd of. 11 

. 
. 

• 

After his sighting; .Mr. Freodimln checked with the Astronom.v DepartJUent 
at the Franklin .Institute and the Wea�he� Bu!eau a�. the �i�a.delp}li� .International 
Airport... Both 'stated· that no meteors had been reported that night. Of course,.. 
both the long duration of tb:l sighting and the sharp turn mo.do by the objeot 
rule out any explanation in terms of meteors. 

Another possible explanation is· an· aircraft· reflt:rcti'ng . . sunlight, but th is 
too must be discarded. The sun was about half an hour below the horizon, and 
would hardly havo imparted such a brilliant gloW' to !iln. objo.ct in the southeast .. 
The abrupt turn made by the object in itself. rules out such an explhnation. 

Of the other explonathns tentatively s_uggested by. th,o .witpess, none oan 
bo seriously considered. In addition, there are no atmospheric phenomena which 
would fit his description. . 

We aro presently attempting to loco.to tho pilot of the.plano Mr. Freedman 
mentioned in his . . account. If we succeed, wo shall probably .havo 

.

. o.n interesting 
oonfirmatory·dosoription. Results will. bo reported in . the rext i�sua of this 
bulletin� · 

----- -----------------------�--------------------------------------� ------------

. f': . 

NJAAP joins the nation in mourning the tragic and untimely 
death of Presidont John F. Ke�nedy. 
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE RECENT CRAXER 'EPID:EidiC' IN GREAT BRITAIN 
I ' ,. .. , 

9 

I .. \ I . � : 

. ..:.::.:_ In-\ate June .. and ee.rl� .. ·:H�ly, 1963, -at-� te"'\st �.ftve lrq.UpJL�f... gr�'f:;eJ{ of 
mysterious origin nnd nature were discovered ,in_ Bnglan� and Sootlah4).. The .. 
modi publioiz'ed of these, the cysterious ·hole :fo�d. on a fa.m_�t Cl)arlton, 
Wiltshire, was disoussed in detail in an artiole by too Direotor for the ··­
book The Shadow of the Unknown. Sinoe this article was written, we have re­
ceived muoh additional data on the Charlton arxl/other orators �hioh nultiplies 
the signifioanoe of the Charlton cystery :tct�fold. When this information is 
collated, aa it will bo below, too outline·s of a.' weird pattern begin t·o dimly 
emerge. This pattern may well turn out to be one of the oost .signif�oe.nt UFO 
evente of the 1960's. '6 •· 

The first of the craters to oone to publio atteut ion was the ohe discovered 
on Manor Faro {Oharlton) on July 10 by Roy lhanoho.rd, · t}le owner of the farm. 
Although we incorreotl,y reported that nothing had be�n �een in �he area prior 
to the disoovery of the hole, as a matter of fact an;or�ange objeot was seen to 
flo.sh through too sky on that date by Constable Anth6ny Penny (London Dail.y 
Express, 7/23/63). Whether this has any oonneot�on with the hole.b, of course_, 
uncerto.in, but it appears probable that it does. In addition, Leonard Joliffo, 
�he dairycan on Manor Farm, heard a blast o.t about 6t00 on an unspecified morning 
before the orater was found (London Times, 7/19/63), although the relevance 
of this is o. little dubious. 

The site of the bole was inspected by Clv:l.rles st;iokla.nd, B.Sc ., (author.:,. 
of the BUFO.A Journal article) on July 18 and again on July 24 and 25. His · :,..) 
description is good.( b�t differs on a. nllf.lber ?f poi�s _front��( faots reported 
to Us by Blanchard in his· letter of ;August l�·· . Ofl ·too..s�oi:-mHJr_:we'-fla;:v.o;..4.att�d 
it beet to aocopt Blanchard' s report rather than ··stioklt;Uid·' s, especially· as· :. 
Stickland "Cio$:B . no:t appear to have spoken to Blanchard at all. · 

A diagro.m··o:r-:t�llis crater, based on a diagram drawn by Bla ncMrd� is �own 
in Figure 1. A).th9-ugh .. it =is qul."it� .. oloar, a few additional remarks should �e 
added. 'Phe stJall hole. shown in too canter of the crater was about two ino�es 
in diameter and about ·three· feet deep. Aooording to Sticklo.nd, "it ··w�s .. not·. 
comp�etely empty but had loose rocks inside it." Alth ough only· about thr.Ete} ., 
feet in diameter, the crater was situated in the center of a shallow circular 

'depression with. an overall diameter of about eight feet. Within this area, 
1111 but a few potato plA�ts bad disappeared, apparently having been sucked 
up. From the bole radiated four" ill-defined trench-like depressions, three of 
them continuing on into the adjoining bnrle y field. Vthatever caused these 
trenches bad sucked up the barley that lay in their po.tba. 

Sticklnnd later discovered three other locations on the fam where crops 
were disturbed �steriously. The first ... of these ·was under-··a -gap in the hedge 
on ther-fa:r-side--ef .. t.ha..::harlay_n.§-�, where the barley was oissir\g ovor a oir-... ·-. .. -... . .. 

..... ... .; 
. � Sour chief sources for the infomat-ion�'p.reaen.ted \�n tm first ··soction ot 

this artiole are r a. most fasoiOO.ting abd detailod,. ,+et� �r f,r'on Mr. I· .Ki 
Haythorntbwaite, of Canbridge, England, dated 9/24/63 , £or which we at-e very 
deeply grateful, arr::l the Sur:uaer 1963 issuo of the BUFOA Journal, an un-
oornnonly good little magazine published by an �lgnmation of British UFO 
groups oalled tbo British UFO association (writea F. Malcolo Bull, 14 Battinaon 
Street, Southowr�, Halifo.x, Yorkshire). Alsot F�ing Sau�er Review, September­
October 1963; -.S.-.au.-o-e ..... r �� Docenber l963J and � Shadow 2!_ .!h2 Unknown. 
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Figure l: DIAGRAM OF IH.ARL'TON 
CRATER· -::-

Drawn by Roy G.J. Blanohard 
·'-

'i Potato· 
1 field . ·· · 

�:�---- Slight !m�ression 
• around the· outside l 

I 
.;· 

/ 
�· 

; 

' 
. ..... . .... 

Figure 2: DIAGRAM OF DISTURBANCE 
IN BARLEYFIELD 

Drawn b�Charles Stiokland, B.So. 
(Credit: BUFOA) 

Dote represent upright ba��ey stalks; arrows 
show·barley leaning in the· indicated directions. 
Lines beyond the "·finger" show upright stalks 

.V(ith the f ruit�n.g. po�tion ben� over �t the top. 

Figure 1..:_ FLAMOOROUGH HE1\D CRATER 
. . 

Q . l 2. 3 i � .§ • 4tq 
. .soa).e. in· feet 

Drawn by F. Malcolm Bull 
. ' (Credit: BUFOA) 
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culnr area about two feet in diaoater. Beyond this barley was a grass field, 
and then another bo.rley field. In this second barley field there was a "oop•; 
siderably disturbed" area, in shape resel'ilb�ing n hand 'with a pointing finger •. 

Beyond the "finger" was a "lirie of upright barley stalks with the,£ruiting · 

port ion bent over at the to_p," savant een feet long. A oopy of St i oklo.nd' s 
diagrrun is shown in Figure ·2· 

The third area of disturbance was also in this field, but, says Stickland, 
"I· did not exai:line this, since I did not soe quite how I eo ul.d re�ch it or 
ooasure it without trampling part of the crop tmt was still standing." 

Meanwhile, a bonb ·disposal unit was investigating tho origi nal hole. 
Their retal d·eteotor gave n reading, and, afber ·digging down six feet, they· 
unearthed a half-pound pieoe of natal which was widely touted as a oeteorite. 
Apart from the fact that "it would have been quite iopossible for a half-pound 
tleteorite to mve. ponotrated to a depth of six foet,7 an examinntion of the 
obje ot at' tm British Musolltl in London disolosod tho.t it vias aotually "iron­
pan", consisting minly of iron hydroxide, which was indit:;inous to tho soil. 
stiokland points out that, whon the "iron-pan" was removed, too natal detector 
no longer gave a reading, rondoring it unlikely that thero was any genuine 
motoorito remaining in tho area. (In addition, unless it woro of vor.y con­
siderable siz.o, a natoorito could never have penetrated to that depth). 

It would be quite pointloas to chronicle hero the nany irresponsible 
stateoenta cade by both publicity hounds and scientists who should have known 
better. But, through too hazo of nonsense, a startling fact bogan to .et:lerge: 
otoo r orators had been disoovored in x:ooent days. 

The most widoly publicized of these woro two twin halos discovered ten 
do;rs or so after the 8he.rlton crater, on the Middle Monynut Fam, East Lothian, 
Scotland -- in the Lamoorouir Hills, noar too Berwickshire border, about 21 
t1iles south of Dunbar. According to tho roporta (The Scotsoe.n, 7/25/63; the 
BBC prograt:l Ro.dio Nowsrool), thoy ware twelve feet apnrt, sixteen feet in 
dia.r:J.eter, and about three feet doep�' Twolve channels, "like the spolros of 
a whee 1," radiated fron each crater to a length of up to 44 feet. Heather 
and 2£rge clods of earth were scattered as far as 40 yards fro� the holes. 
The oddest feature of tm craters, however, was tre fact that a n\lr.lber of 
snall square holes, one foot wide and two feet doop,·wore found about 35 
foet froo thotl. Unfortunately, the arrangooent ?f these most re�rknble 
square pits is not cloo.r. 

Another pair of craters was discovered iato in July (the oxa.ct date is 
uncertain) on the slopes of Dufton Foll, Wostoorland. Tbo disoover.y was 
reported in the Yorkshire �, 8/2/63, but the �� desoript ion groo.tly 
conflicts with tha.t givon by Haythornthwaito, who exanined the craters bin­
self. Neodloss to s�, we are using· Haythomthwaito�s description. "The 
large hole," he writes, "was 37 yards acros a, two foot deev all over, and 
circular, though irregular, in shape. The craters were on a slight slope, 
and frco tho lower and of each oxtondod a 'ohnnno 1' up to four feet doop and 
oightoon yards wide. The olnnhol fron tho larger crater wo.s about a quo.rtor 
of a mile long, tho othor boing about 200 yards long. Both eventually joined 
sDlll stroans. 11 Ha adds: "''Although puzzling, those frankly did not look 
liko offoota of a UFO landing, but soenod to havo boon oausod by very largo 
quantities of water landing fron above all at onoo. 11 Obyiously, nothing of 
tho kind could have happonod, and it aeons probable that theao orators bolo�g 
in tho aano oatogor.y as thoso of Charlton and East Lothian. 

The oldost of Britain's eystety orators appears to havo boon the ono 

7soo tho o.rtiolos on tho subjoot Moteorito in tre Enoyolopedio. Brittanioa. 
and tho Encyolopodia Aooricana. 
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disoov.orod .a.t Flanborough Head, Yorkshire, which was known to have been in 
existence bef'oro tho ·and of' J�no � It �as reported in the Hull ]):l.i ly �' 
'?/20/63, but a more accurate roport was given in the BUFOA Journal by F. 
WAlooln Bull, who raado a personal investigation. According to Bull, it was 
i'irst noticod toward the ond of' June by an unnnood plough boy who 11was cutting 
tho grass on tho edgo of' a f'iold (which is on the h:ladland) at North Moor Farm, 
whon ho noticed that tho grass and hay noar tho edgo had boon disturbed. Ho 
thought nothing noro about it until, .on the 19th July he wa.s cutting tho hay 
in tho fio ld whon ho saw that tho oarth had boon thrown up; his first thought 
wa.s that a pig had boon· root�ng ana thrown up tho soil, but whon ha oxacinod 
it olo sor ha saw that it could not ha.vo boon oado by a pig . 11 

For roasons that are not cloar, tho boob disposal unit which invostigatod 
tho ht)le fillod it in a.f'tor thoy woro f'inishod, and so noit ho r  ita outlines nor 
tts sizo could be detomiood easily when Bull investigated it on July 31. From 
the dia.gran provided by Bull (Figure 3) , one wou ld gather that it was roughly 
circular and about six f'o0t in diaoetor. It was known to be 12 to 18 inches 
doop. From its oagos, several cra.oks ran in all directions; the boob disposal 
unit dug to follow ono or two of' theso. Tho projection on tho loft of Bull' s 
diagran is too only crack which rotainod its original appearance at the tine 
of' Bull ' s  investigation; it was threo inches deop, and, apparently, about two 
foot long. Tho projection on the· right is tho result of' the boob disposal 
unit ' s  digging along another of tho cracks. 

The fifth and lastl3 of the present flurry of crater groups of' which 
we are cognizant was dis covered near �nq�� Dumfrioshire, Scotland. It was 
briofly roported in the BBC Scottish Nows; 7/27/63, at 6tl5 P.M. The only 
details givon by tho BBC were that thoro wero throo orators and that they were 
sioile.r to tho hole s at East Lothian� 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Writ ing in The Shadow of the Unknown, we called attontion to throe casos, 
�hioh produced physical ef'feot; Which in sona oanner or another paralleled 
the l:JYstery a.t Charlt on . It was our thesis that the parallel effects eo uld bo 
safely deduced to have had p�rallel causes, and that it was possible to re­
construct with a fair ruoount of accuracy the event which produood the Cha.rlton 
holo . �fa then presented our reconstruction. The observations 1�de by stiokland 
have both conf'irna.d and aoplified our deductions, which we present here. 

The three oases which we cited all occurred during the great European 
"flap 11 of Septeober and October, 1954, and are recounted by the French researcher 
Aine Michel in his nonunental Flying Saucers � � Straight-Line M}'stery 
(Criterion, 1958) . · 

The first of Michel' s cases oco-urrod on Septeober 26 at Chabeuil, France, 
and involved the ''litt le 1:1an" who so terrified Jkle. Lebouef'. As the UFO in 
question took off fron anong a ,group of' trees, it passed ve� low over a. �heat­
field. When the field was later exanined, it was discovered tlw.t "the first 
few yards of wheat , in the path of the object as it toolc off through the field, 
•·rero flattened out in radiat ing lines" (Michel, p� 82 ) .  

The second took place on October 4, a.t the snall French village of Ponoey­
sur-1' Ignon. A lUtlinous, orange, eE;g-s haped object hovered lo.v over a fie ld 

ewe are deliberately ooittiog the hole discovered in a park in the canter of 
Sout hanpton on July 15 ,  and reported in the Southern �!!!K !.2h2. 7/16-17/63., 
Although not ouch informat ion is available on it� does not seen to belong 
in the sa.mo genre a.s the othe r craters, and nay well have sooe prosaic ex­
planati on. We could, of course, be wrong. 
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atld tl\en abruptly took off, tearing out a hole about a. ya.'rd am a half long 
and an average of two feet Wide. Oddly enough, 11abo ut half-way down the hole 
·Nas wider than at ground Javel ." Still tdore strange was the fact that the 
.t"oots and root lets in t�e: soil were cocplotely undwaaged, "as if the nass of 
earth spread over the stifr����ng grass had been sucked out by a. gigantic 
vaouun" (Miohel, p .  134) ·• 1 ··:·,. · . . 

The third ocourred :at P<>' · di q!}occa, Ita :ty, ·on 9ot ober 15. A h rge disk 
Ho.s ob served by several 'peasants �o land and·'·t�·n suddenly take off again, sucking 
1.4p the earth below it. A crater altdost twe·mfy fs�t -'in diameter was le.f't on the 
spot, and six nearby poplar trees W'ere carboni..z' ed (.Miohe l ,  p.  181). 

The se inoident1 ,  particularly the second and third, are strongly suggestive 
of the Charlt on J:JYstery,.· Appzying the data gathered by Michel to the Charlton 
hole, we deduced the following event (quoted from The Shadow of the Unknown, P •  78) 

" • •  .Apparent ly, a .�elatively 'S·m 11 ( i . e . ,  abo�f'ive or Six feet in diaT.leter) 
disk-shaped UFO oither·:�la.nded in Pr' hovered low above Mr. Blanom rd' s potato 
pa.t.ch. As it took off, it stthlenly brought ioto pley a terrifical ly s trong 
t'ield;, 9f . .  te-r.o&- which s ucked up the potatoes and the earth in which they were 
plant ed. Evidently this field was ooro powerful at a section in the canter of 
the disk than the rest of it , and a mall crater was t orn out beneath this 
section. Four strong rays of force, et:Wlating from the rim of the disk, 
�vidently as sharply de fi ned as beo.ras of light , forn.ed the t renche s, and sucked 
out the barley that was in their paths." 

As noted above, these deductions were both confi�ed and amplified by 
stiokland ' s  discovery of other places on Manor Farn where the crops were dis­
turbed. The disappearance of the bRrley under tre gap in the hedge would seem 
to be caused by a meohaniso sinila.r to that which created the orator it self. 
More important is the disturbance in the other barley field; the resenblance 
between this (particularly the "finger" and tm bent barley stalks beyond it) 
and the narks in tre wheat at Cho.bouil is too obvious to require oornraent . 
The geographical location of theso points is of great importance, says St iokland. 
"Tha gap in tre hedge is an ideal spot from which to look down the valloy. The 
39-foot disturbance in diagram 2 points directly down the valley towards a gap 
between two hills. This would be the obvious flight path should n naohine 
be required t o  keep close to the ground . "  TbD UFO, attar perhaps hovering 
erratically in the area for a few mome nt s ,  olearly noved off direot6f above 
� path 5!!. � "finger" (note, however, that the barley is flattenod at right 
angles to the flight path) . The strength of its force field diminished abrupt ly, 
bending only the fruiting portion. Wo can imagine it rising slightly, then 
moving off down the valley • • • •  

Truly, the qystery at Che.rlton has afforded us what amounts to olenr nfoot­
prints" of a UFO. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

It cannot be denied that t b:> re are· oerta.in dissir:lilarit ies betweep the 
five sets of craters d-iscovered in England and Soot land. Nevo rthole ss, the 
similarities a,.ro far more ioporta.nt, and so striking that it seeras icproba.ble 
-�hat they are nQt nll tm result s of sini lar causes. (In our discus si on of 
·Jhem, it would probably be wise to exclude too Sanquhe.r craters, since so little 
is known about tbau) . In all cases, tho orators gave the general impress ion of 
havin& been torn out by sone force, with earth scattered around the perimete r  
�.n greater o r  lesser quantity . In all oases, the craters wero roughly circular, 
In all oasea, some foro of channels were creatod, radiating outward from the 
craters, although their nunber and appc:>arance diffored (the peculiar ciroumstan..,�. 
of tho channels from tba Durton Fell craters connecting with streams is. of 
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particular interest ) .  
The chief point of dissimilarity among the cratera is, of course, tkdr 

sizes (dia�tera would be more aocurato, as their depths display an odd uniform• 
ity) � This hardly test ifies against the similarity of their origins.1 Vb may 
look back to the orators at Pcncey and Po di Gnocoa for a comparison. Although 
the Ponoey hole was much smaller t�n the ono at Po di Gnoooa, it is known that 
both were created in tho same manner: Indeed. the Charlton crater bears about; 
the same resemb lance to the East Lothian craters as the Poncoy hole bears � 
the Po di Gnooca orator.. There is ono very illuminating exception to this a' 
the shape of the Ponoey hole was olliptical, while the she.pe oj tho Po di GnoOca 
orator was ·circular -- � corresponding � jhe shapes 2!, � UFO' s � t,:ormed 
thom� It seems reasonable that we can doduoo from thh that tho UFO� s  which 
�d the British craters wero all QirQular (probably lont ic�lar) in shaP.� -­

although, it must ·be omphashed, not necessaril� of widelY diel'arate sizes. . 
A oanplately unique feature was involved in the East Lothian cratersa the 

odd square'· hole s discovered about 35 foot from the craters. 
Having discussed the general oharactoriatics of the 1963 orator opid�mic, 

our noxt step is to look back through UFO history for procodo Dt s  t o  the ocourrancos .  
Our searoh .. i s  not particularly rewarding . The first thing we come across i s  a 
chapter in Frank Edwe.rda' Stre.ngest 2!. All (Ace, 1962, PP• 78-82) entitled 
11Quoer Craters,'' in which six oases of orators which were intrinsically unusual 
anq/or for.med under unusual ' oircumste.noes are liste d . ·  However, while they all. 
fall under this broad heading, the six incidents are definitely heterogeneous, 
and do not seem to havo all resulted .from tho same cause. In four of the cases,.' 
explosions (variously described as tthugo and yiolent, " "tren=Jndous, 11 and "jarring") 
wore rep orted· in connection with the orators. In contrast, all of the British 
craters wore formed silently (unless the blast that Joliffe heard was connected 
with the · orator ·at Charlton) . Of tho two others, only one bears a distinct 
resemblance to the 1963 opidemio, but the other may have a connection. Both 
will be summarized he re a . 

On J�ly 31, 1953 (by a curious ooincidonoo, just und�r a decade before 
the British orators were first diso�vered) , Mrs . John C .  Allen. disoovered 
on her South Carolina farm a circular orat�r which was more than sixty feet 
across a� fro� . seven to twelve feet deoi'• On the next day, sbe came across 
a second, ·smaller, orator, nine feet across and five feet deop. Both gave the 
appearance o£ having boon blasted out of the ground (or, more likely, sucked 
out; ) .  On July 30, a straight line of four similar orators, fifteen feet across 
and six feet deep, was found in a field alongside a road about six miles from 
GeorgetCM'n, South Carolina . All resembled the Brit ish holes in that soil was 
scattered around them, they were all circular, and no explosion was heard at any 
time . Near one of the craters on the Allen fa:n:n, the local sheriff "discovered 
a pine treo near ono .of the cr.a.ters with its. top sheared. off. as if by lightning" 
and foond some wood ash .on the tree (remember the carbonized poplars at Po di 
GnoooaY. . 

The second of these oases occurred on a farm near Carthag�, South Dakota, 
in the spring of 1955. One morning, tho owners, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Ball, 
disoovored in one of their fields a holo two feot in diameter and 18 feet deep. 
Clearly, the C'arilhago orator was not forme� by a mechanism identical to that 
which creatod the ones in ·South Carolina, but it soems distinctly probable that 
it too had a UFO connection. More about this later. 

A relatively reoont incident, not without a dist inct e lement of humor, 
m£\1 havo a bearing on our discussion. · Aceording to the New York T imes of April 
7, 1962, an enormous oblong crater was discovo�ed qn a borough-owned tract of 
land about two miles northeast of Sayreville, New Jersey. It was 1,570 feet 
long, 780 feet wide, and forty foot long; it contained an estimated 1, 800,000 
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cubic yards of  fill di� worth anywhoro from $360,000 to $720,000. As Mayor Harold·: 
Boohm of Sayrovillo began the invost igation, it soon became o.pparont that the onl y 
thing anybody know wns that nobody know anything . "Ma.yor Boehm said tho only 
certainty was that the borough had nover bean paid for the dirt. Ho discovered 
the loss ' about a wook ago' during a rout ine chock of the excavators working 
in tro area." It was quickly calculo.tod that , to haul o.way tho dirt, the 
equivalent of 3�0. 000 dump trucks of a fivo-cubic-yard capacity each must havo 
boon used. "Prosecutor Dolon [_Or Middlesex County, who was called into the 
oaso by Mayor Boo hm, :said : ' It ' s  incredible that something like this could go 
on without somebody kaowing about it . 1 Ho said heavy earth-moving equipment 
must huvo boon us�d in an opornt ion working a long period of time . " • 

Obviously' j"Ii .. Is unneces sary t o  invoko a UFO 'i:io" 'oxp la:i..n this II\YSterious 
holo; neverthe less,- it is as likely an explanation as anything else, and should 
bo kopt in mind. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

In our Sho.dow of the Unkno�n article we, not unno.turally, made the assumption 
that tho formation of the Charlton holo was merely a fortunate accident, a chance 
by-produc:t. of. a UFO landing or n�az::-landing. However, when wo received the 
reports of otho r. crat:or groups having been found all over Eng land and southern 
Scot land, it b�c�m� Qpvious that there was consider,ably moro to it than that. 
There was clearly .� P.=.lan behind th0 formation of the lJIYstery holes -- but what? 

The key to tho . puzzle wo.s discovered by Mr. H.e.ythornthwaito, who, being 
a render of the X�ying . Saucer Review, naturally hnd ·a keen oye for orthotonic 
o.l ignmont s .  '!One intere sting fact. omorges , " he wrote· me. "b. line through 
Charlton, W'iit.shire ,- .and -the Wcstmorland Craters , p,as�os as nearly as I can 
judge over Middle ,Monynut Farm in tho Lannnermu-irs .  (This is using a conical 
projection map , but' fo'r a country the size of 'Brita,in' the error is - sltll ll.) " 
Counting South�m�tpn (as WO must. f�r the purpose at hand). there. were six 
locations in Eng1and , �nd .Soot land at· which c raters wore discove�ed; according 
to calcula.tio�·s maQ.e by .tU�xander D .  Mebane (Civilian Sau�er !nt'elligence, . 
Now York City) 9, ,;o shquld expect to find one thre�·-point alignmen� in one out 
of every four randcm sprinkling's of six point s .  Now, _ �ra�te(l these odcl.s ar? fo.r 
from ovorwholming, Haythornthwaito' s discovery was nevertheless mos.t int-erest ing, 
and we rathe r . .lo.boriously plotted t�e l(_)_cations of tho crat.ors for' 'o.uisol:( 
( seo Figure 4) t p se-e .if vre oou.ld find anyt}J.ing else of significance . .. 

The first thing that st r.uck·�.Ufi was. the goograP.}lical �osition of.:tne 
Charlton-Dufton_;Fe 1.1-�a st Loth�aJt· :ali�J?.lllent . . Ii! ana ahnd·st exact ly no�th-south, 
differing from the, .. po.s1tion ·of 't pe second meridian wo..st by less than &0; It 
bisects the southern 'coast . o f  England ·almost oxa�tly •. :and is roughly perp.endicular 
t o  it . If it is extended s lightly on the north, the · ·point at which it passes 
out over the -sea quito cl'�sely"coi!:l�t'd:os -with"t'he--·:tnta-rse·ct·�·on ··of"line.s-:.G:·rawn· .... 

along the prominent points of the: oo:�torn- and .. we stierri · coe."sts :· ,· However one ·looked 
at it, tho al�g,llf.l�P1i. s�H�tre�<;l tq bq,.�.!'�r:_J!l.C?t� than. p�r�LQQ;.nc�·���9.E?..;�. " _ _ _,. 

This was all very w�ll, · but it �as far £rom s�fficient . There wo[.e still 
the craters at Sanquhar and Flamborough Head to be acoouri.�ed for. We ·aecidod 
to postulate a larger pattern that· would fit them .�� -- n ·pattern,. incl{)ding 
eastern Scotland as  well as England. We extended the Charlton-East Lothian 
alignment to a hypothet ical point'. about thirty miles northeast of: tho' north­
eastern tip 'or Scot land, among th� Orkney Islands, then constructed lines :frot'il 
this point pas sing through Sanquhar and Flamborough 'Hoad. It quickly· became 
obvious that not only did thoso lines follow to a- great extent the eastern 

9Appendix to Michel' s Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line Mystery, p .  2 5 9 .  
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. ' · 
and wes"t;arn coasts of Eng land (in o.ddition, the eastern line passes exactly ·. 
over tha eo.sternmost point of the Scottish coast ) ,  but the - angle that they fo•rmed · ' ;.! �; was bisected- almost prec isely by the extended Charlton-East Lot'hian aligruiient !· ·r .. · -
(on our nap , /_MF = 14° and !_EAF = 150 ) .  It is true that ·G!ur plaoertlent of .. · 

the hypothetical point was rather arbitrary.; neverthe less, a· po·int in the Orkneys 
or within fif-ty miles or so south of them would seem t o  b�' t·ne most logidal 
point of origination for en extraterre·s�rio.l survey such a� is ind:icat·ed heF� , · .-.. 

· · 

and, o.s long: as we stick to that general area, the angles· outlined above will not 
vary significo.ntly·. · .'. 

· : ·' 
We were admiring the neatne ss of the po.ttern which we had constructed 

when another thought occurred to us.  Meo.suring the distance fiom the� Middle· · · 
Monynut Fnnn to Dufton Fell, \Ve discovered �to our surprise- that it W8.s ·- equal ., · 
to exactl(f � fourth of the total distance from Middle Mon,ynut � .!£. Char-ltoP.• 
The cm nee of this being coincidence was small, and it seemed reasona.ble to 
deduce from it that the distance from the East Lothian craters to those at 
Dufton Fell (approximately 134 mile s )  was eithe r  a basic unit of some sort 
or a multiple of one. lO . . .:.. . . _:.:.. . . ·- . .:... .. _.:;.:.__ , Using this as  a basis for further observations} we mllrked off points fwo .. · 
and three units .north along our extended a iig�ent from East Lotnio.n, iri an 
attenpt to l.oca'te an adjusted point of origination, so t o  speo.k·. Howe:Ver; we 
quic>kly discovered tha.t the distance from' either of t·hese points ·to Sanquhar ' · · 

·.! 

' . • 

and Flamboi<J·ugh Head could not be measured in even· unit s .  To remedy the diffi<iulty, -
we made too tentative deduction that the true "basic ·unit s" were actually halves 
of our units;; 'or 67 lniles.  Making this assumpt ion for :t he_  moment., w.e • . pwce?.ded 
to measure off five hal £-units north from Eo.st Lothian; we noted approvi�gly 
that this new point (A1 on our map) fell only about ten mile s north of the · 

. . , . · old hypothetical point of origination. Measuring from point A to Sanquha_r .:....: . · . . -·'· · . 

yes, three units, on the nose. From point A to Flamborou·gh Heo.d was fbur units ,·' · <' · . ·:· . 
plus about ten miles .  (This discrepancy is O.nnoying out · not inexplicabl� .  ' ; ,  : · : .: :·:r,·, 
The line passes almost ·ent irely over wator until it reaches Spurn · ·Head,· more' : :. · ! . · :-; ... :;�  
than fifty miles past Flrunborough Head; all along this distance, · Flamb'orough 1 ' 

• 

··:.." 

Head is just about the only point of land along the line • I£: irideed ' the- pattern ·.·· • ::.. 

is part of an aerial reconnaissance by UFO ' s ,  it s�ems .li�ly tho.t thei'r p'flot·s · 
would be willing t o  stretch a. point and make a landing 'at Flamborough .He-a.d·•; 
It is intere sting, although perhaps not significant, that Spurn Haa:d itself · 
is exactly nine half-units from point .A.) . ·. · 

The o.bove paragraph is of course highly speculative, and the validity · ·- · 
·. 

of its logic cannot be proved, but it is neverthe less a. reasonable extrapola.tfion- - :· 
from the facts which oan be proved. The existence of the Charlt on-'Ea.s-t Lothian · ·· ·: '· 

alignment·, its geographic position, the 3 : 1  ro.tio of the distances from Che)·H�o'?- ·· ·: ·:� , 
to Dufton Fell and from Dufton Fell to the Middle Monynut Farm, the angles· fO'rmed 
when we extend this a lignmo nt to a logioo.l point of origination in the nor�he rn'­
most part· of the Island and then connect this point with Sanquhar and Flam� · 

10To avoid obscur_ity in subsequent references, we are defining "unit , "  as used 
in this article, to mean the · d:tstance of a.pproximo.tely 134 !Jliles.  

The diagram opposite shows the pattern of  . lines involv_i ng craters in  Eng;lo.nd. 
and Scotland, incluO:ing Southampton. A number of the smalr ,'islai:tds of.f ifhe 
Scottish coast' have ·been omitted, as they involve difficulty �nd do not . add 
to the value of the map. The original hypothetical point

. �.s not shcwn, :t; o  ·avoid 
confusion. Legend: A = adjusted hypothetical point of origination; B = Sanquhar; 

-;: c 
., . . 

·. 

C = Middle . Mon.y.nut . Farm; D = Dufton Fellt E- =-..R.la-mb0roug.h--Hea:d-;--F ..- Ghar-1t-en-;·-------

G = Southaiii'ton; = alignment; --- - -. - = hypothetip�� J.ine ; - --· ·-·.=:" 
second meridian we st • .  _ _ :_ _ _ _ _  · · · ...... · - .. . . . .... <. . ....... ...... - ·--.... --· 
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borol!gh llEl�.4 :::::-thoi!ie:-:-a:r:i·i:ot \·ll:usQry. Nor, i.� ofi?,..QpiQ.iol;l, ,.can they be 
explained away ns coiriciae1fce . We do not ,pos�ess '.sufficieritt'tl,d:thomati cp.l 
knowle dge to evaluate the probability of t}\is . pn�te�n appearing · by cmn� .. 

e ..... 
but it i s  clearly very small .  ' ·: · 

� 

I , 
. I . , ··� 

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :�·' .... . · . . . . . . . . ·�=· . . . . 
I h '  ·� ,• :: ':' ' "-,,.. . • � I": 

Some more ext ra.polat ion coming up; · ·b.ut first a 1ite1� backgrou�d ;..nror· 
.mat ion. · . 

" 

• '' • 
·; • �

� . . 

I \  As every UFO buff worth his salt kn?Yi� •: .the term orthoten.v was,. co·ined by : 1 
French researcher Aime Miche l in his book �Flying Saucers � � srtS:igpt-L ipe' .. 
M)'stezy, n study of tho sighting flap in: Franco in September b.nd Oc�obe·r 1954 • . : 
Michel, not ing on a suggesti on made by the 'late Jean Cocteau, �lottQ� all the .·� 

sight ings for each
. 
do.y o� the fl�p on maips ,1 anp. di�cov?red that . the'Y.:::tend·E��. 

t o  fall along stra�ght hnes, wh�ch he t erme o,. :·okhoten�c a lignment s·� · Alth.ough 
these linea almost always corresponded with the trajectories of t� obje cts' 
on them, it was clear from th9 chronologr 9·f the . . sightings that an orthotenic 
line was not ident icnl with t� trnject.PxY' of any one object.- �:fn o\'her words, 
each point on the line represented a separate obje ct, and 'bhui t� aiig__nments 
could on� be explaine d by postulntipg a• pattern of aerial roconh�issance in 
whi�h o.t least several different machine s participated. . '.,' 

During the peak of the flap in ear� October, Michel dipcove'red three do.te s  
which produced not merely alignment s but unmistakable networks of alignments 
(October 2, 7, li) , re sembling spider webs. Th<iJ most dramati9. of  the three 
networks was that of the 7-ti'h, which Mich�l disoussos �in�s�Jlle:,;(ietail on pp . 
146-50 of his book. One of his observations is particularly?-' worthy of quotation: 
" • • •  there appears to be [;}' prevalence 9f angles of about 30 degrees;  at least 
eight such angles can oo·�fo und at major apoxo s . "  

It takes n o  more than o. glance at our 1963 crater pa't:tern t o  realize 
that it too represont_r- a form of orthoteey -- but o. special kind of orthoteny, 
an orthoteny not of sightings of UFO ' s  but of craters formed by UF0 1 s .  Although 
there was a definit9'· sight ing flap over England in July l963,rt the appearance 
of the UF0 1 s  themsqlvoa was secondary to the formation of the Jl\Ysterious 
orators. •· ')',• / ,  

We nete at ono'o an extreme ly significq,ri.f(point·.O:f ' resemblance between 
Miche l'' s 1954 patte rns and our crate;r . pattern: the prevalent angle in the 
Octobel:r 7 network wns 300, whereas thb prevalent ang)(L in. our network is 15° 
and tN:ere i s  no need to point out tha:t 300 is exact1y twico 15°. We seem to 
have c.ptoo across a highly significant fact; let us apply; it to our map and 
see who.t happEms .  Taking too line AB, we rotate it ;another 150 west ; it cuts 
across Scotland nrxi Ireland, but nothing spe ctaoular\,is apJ;nrent . Now another 
15° • • •  and our line follows closely .. -the northern part of- -:!ihe western Irish coast. 
In oth9 r wor�s, we have in this lit?-e and AE. two sides o{ an·, .. equiangular t riangle 
which contains almost all of the British Isl9s, with A- as itg "'X'ertex. If an 
extraterrestrial survey of Great Britain were pl��n�; w�a� better pattern 
could be Used for it than the one }Vhich �e· have. mapr)ed out? 

All of this is pure speculation, but it cannot be denied t hnt it is logical 
speculation, and we must not shru� it off light ly. jits importance may be in­
creased greatly b7-n· bit i� !�format ion which we have -peen, saving for now. 

Although data is scanty,· it i:s c lear that further\ craters havo been 
discovered in the Nether land's . Da:&&;ils- are available otl at lea.st one of these .  
In his most recent letter t o  us ( 10/11/63) , Mr . Haythornthwaite wrote: "F .s.R. 
/Jhe Flying Saucer Review�· November-December 1��--a..lso . .  re�rts the Dutch crater 

>, ,_ ,·' ·' • 

llsee Flying Saucer Review, Septemb er-October 1963, for de�'�:fils� 
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a.� being on the. :Frio•ian .is.ltid . of -Sohie.nn�nni�oog. 1t was squ-are , 1 2 '  deep 
and more than 6 ': ac;ross-." � o,o !JlUoh �eight should_ not b�· !'l-s.��-gpod to th'fs ---: 
'\he map wo aro ,usi t:tg .  her,e is rath� r crude and n9,t ir;t ���� g#_oplOnio _,projoc�ion 
which is required �or exact. )11�.o.suroment s on the ea.M;;p ' s. spr�·8;.c.� ' ':...: ;  'q4t _ ·a:s· n�,a:·r 
as we can juqge_ � � drll:wn f.rorr. point !:_ to Schiermob.nikoof'; ·ma'kes !:  ·� a.ngl...e 
with line .AE. If our oeasurement is acc.ura.te;··.we must extend our pat�ern ''onco 
-- -- -....... • '• • , , 

' • • J • r , 0•• - t 

again -- this t�me -�o . _in':lude ._.the Neth�rla.nd!>• , · · .  · · -. ·-� J 

On too .basis qf this, it is pe;r:ha.p s not too farfet clied 'to sriy' that ·_-the 

;.•. 

British crat.or pattern r.tay be tnGrely a :lQction of a. much larg�r pdtte.rn .. and that ·· · ·  
more craters may b�gin to turn up along all Hnes forming ang les  ·oi� 'multiplos · 
of 15° with line ADf·. a.t point .d. This eo uld well inoi�dt> m�ch Of W���·ern ·Europe·. ·· · 

However, before we go too far out on a limb, it .would bo host to atte�pt' 
to find . confirmation of our more basic deductions. If our · con·clusi ons regarding 
the units a re correct , we may expect t o  find other craters at 'imi� divisi ons' - · .. 

a long line. ADF. Moving north :l.'rom Charlton, we ehcountor first ·Worcesteri'··then :J. 

a point abo.ut two. mq� s west
. 

of Stockport, then Duft0n Foll nnd Middle 'Monynut· 1 
Farm, and finally, a : point two miles west of Ea.n

.
chory, Scot land. 

. . . " 

These arc the points at which we should make our first attempts to locate 
othe r craters. But we should not stop there .  We should also examine the harf­
unit divisions along this line. Betweon Charlton and Worcester we find a point 
about two milos west of Malme sbury; betwoen Worcester and stockport is a point 
three miles northwe st of Stafford; between Stockport and Dufton Fell is Sett le; 
and between Dufton Fell and }4iddle Monynut Farm is a point fiv0 miles n6rthw�st ' ' _--
of BellinghD.m. .All otho r half-unit divisions along this line fall over:W(lter. r ·· • ·J· 

. To list the half-unit · divisions al�n� �ine .AE� beg;i.nnfng "at point A:' All"' · 1 

of these fall over water until  we ranch Spurn Head, over fifty uiiles 'south of ;. U 
Flamborough Head. The next half-unit point · �ft�r that falls over water; .. :the- ·· · ... .. 
next is about seven miles oast ·of Ely; the next is on the coast, five miles 
north of Southminster; and the last is_ almost exo..ct ly between Ashford and Dover. ·r 

The half-unit_- _div�_�ions along line AB, begin.ning at point--A: · The :- first .. ·· - -
two fall over water; . the np�t �s �bout _four mile s north of Ba:lmoral, Scot land'; · · · ' 

tho next i s  about s;ix .milo s north of Perth; the next is about eight miles west 
of Edinburgh; then c�es Sanquhar; t.ho noxt three fall over Wa.ter; the next 
lies about a mile n�r�h of Pwllheli, Wale s ;  the next falls over water; the next ·· 
is  about two mile s n'orthoast of Pembroke, Wales ; t'ha ·next falls over water; and 
the last lies two milos south of Padstow, England. 

It' might ovent,ual ly prove wofthwhile for Brit ish UFO investigators· to 
check the above _locat:i,o,ns for __ P?ssible crat�r� •

. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

What does :i;t;. ai 1 mean? Vfunt is tho ·pu�pose o'f th9 fo'rmati'on of ·the se· 
strange orators?. . . _ 

In our��opinion� .tho. most logical nnswor to this quostion· is that they 
repre sent qn .entirely

.
new phase of tne UFO reconnaissance of our planet : an 

organiz�-� ;-p.nd ,systema.t:i,.o stuC\}r of the soil of Great Britain �nd possib ly othe r · 
places in ,,'lost ern_ Europe . 

Of course, atte�pts by UFO ' s  nnd UFO beings t o  collo ct soil samples are 
herdly novel. In. �ny of the "little .. l!_lon" cases, the creat·ures were 0bserved 
taking specimop.s of earth, from Brush · creek, California (summe·r 1953) to · 
Valencia , :V0nez�.,tola · (December 19, 1954) . One of the most recent (and p.larming · ·  . 
cases of thi� . na.ture occurred on August 17·, 1962, nen.r Dinmantina, Brn.zil; it .. · .. 
was observea · oy "eli�-·'i.n�fa:ted ·Rivalino ·de: Silva, who was kidnapped . by. ... a. l!FQ __ .. ____ ---·-

three. days later. l2. ·. . • > 
. ·- . . . 
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Sim:!:l-arly-r·.:tne r..o-.ha.s .. .bo�n-'!1!!on_g evidence i� the past .tna..-t· a number of 
oases have occurre� in which 13o ;iJ. was ·.remo"=Ved·-by.-UF.O' s _.'ljy: "Po/.e;lY'. �echanic�l 
moan s .  We refe� here particularly to tlw fa.mous Old!3P .Moor.e i,ncidont ·';of ;:: ... 
Noveral;le� 6 1  1�5{ . : _Af't_er. �- ·uFb 'was ·ab se:rv�d t o  land a�d "t;E):k�:;pf.f agailj �n · 

a field ��a.r - �on"t!vi lle; Ohio, �he greund ·wa.s found t� be r-a.dioactive . In 
addit7-on!/1ac-rord_i;ng to �he Cley�lan� Press (Nov. 8) , ,,Loq�� L}{e�eth Look�, . 
Lake Cou)ll.ty C.ivilian Defonse Dire��off also. f·ound • • •  t}Vo hoJes three foot. de�p. 
'They_ w�-r� not �ike post holos, an observer said.: t-hey wepe perfec.t . I Oho 
assumes f_rom�.this th.�t the ·holes weTo o:bout s:Go iinoho s. in �ialJ!Bter�;. ·h�e� post 
holes, but .h�d, 8mootb' yvalls; S:S " i f " eal"th sllfuple"S had bee,n._ rE:?mO�ect w\t�· k ·dy• 
lindri cal core bore.}:-. 1115 . 

The d�·scrl:pti"on of!'· these h(!).:tos b.ears i:L start'1ing 
resemblance to that of  the . ho"le' :f'dund near ·Carthage� South: I;>akota, in '1955 
(see above ) .  The onXy .diffet•encEi- is,· of cour se,  in the dime�sions of 'the hole s 11 

but, o.bviously, thi� po·�.nt rf�. hti_rdly of great significance. .. ·. 

The exact mechanisQJ. by whi�h the Carehage and Montv:i.lle hbles were formed 
is not clear . However, 'we know of a.nothet category of UFO-croated holes wh��h 
differ greatly from the se , . Into this· C.ategq1"y fall the Brit ish craters whi6h 
have been t.he subject of this artio le, the craters at Poncey-su.r.-1' Ignon and·, 
Po di �nooca, and probably t� craters discovered in South Carolina in 1953 · 
(possih�y a.?-so the Sayreville hole .. although to caxlry- away 1J 80ojooo cubic . 
yard� o_£ ao:il wo·uld. be a pig' job even fo):' a UFO) . The. ornt,ers . hi this' c.ntegory 
were alr.lost .dpfinitely fo t'med by the suction dreated by .. VFO -force .'.f:i.� ld.s.• · 

Alt �o4_gh• as. pointed out nbove; soil samplei.s have often bee.n t,aken.Jby .. . 
UFOt.s in tho. pa�t, b"efore 1963 this was extreme�y apora:dio al:f� haphaz.ardJ : 
alr.lost a·s .  if it we:x:e a m.inor side_ light to which attention was :g:i.vep _only whon · 
time could b�. spared from more inlportant ·proje·ct s • . It w:as not unt:i;l the . 
crater eP.idemio "that any pattern was disoernible . . 

The. �eaning of this. becomes more readi"ly .apparent when we consider the 
pattern of UFO .. activity deduced by llfrs.  Coral E .  Lorenzen .in he:r exoellen:t j book 'rhe: !freat Flying Saucer Hoax (William-F rederick� 1�62) . Mrs. , �.orenze� 
points out that in the early years of UFO act ivity (1947 to mid-1952) there _ 
was no appa.rt?nt pat:tern; .. it seemed thnt the UFO 1 s were conoerne9- only with · ·.· . 
general observation of Earth. With the Big Flap in 1952, howqver, the whole 
picture was changed; the UFO' s evinc·ed: pait'icu lar interest in terre�trial 
defenses. The orthotenic dis coveries by Miche l in regard to the French flap 
of 1954 indicated that ·o. 's"fmi"l'a'r >s'ur'Vey was ·being. .made in. E4r.o.pe . It was 

·-

during the period of l9o3-55 that most of the early collection of earth samples, 
rooks, etc. by the "little men11 t ook place. The pattern El.gain shifte9- abruptly 
in the fall of 1957, when the sudden eruption of elect ro-magnetic CMes �� - · . 
the United : States added what thQ late Captain E .-J. Ruppelt caqed "a whole new ···. ,, 
dimension to the UFO investigation. nl4· The 11merican cases seemed �nnoouo�� · 

enough -- mai nly invo lving stalled· automobiles and similar incidents -- but · 
there were n number of foreign reports which v:oro, to say the .. . least, rnther ' · · '  

sinister. These la:tter cases were 'oapabJy analyzetl by Dr. Olavo T .  Fonte s,_ 
Rio de Janeiro physician and, c:;::ack· UFO researcher·> whose thesis it was that· 
UFO ' s  are. hostile . His highly controversial interpretation of them was that 
trey wer.e wenp on te-sts by tho UFO 1 s ,  possib.ly· in preparation for an approac.hing 
D-day . In 1960, Dr. Fontes

.
documented �n orthotenic survey vmich had taken · 

place in northeastern Brazi l  on May 13 ·of that year, which he considered .. a 
s��dy for the purpose of gat he ring data for future UFO mass landipgs,  th� 
beginnTiig .. o·f: an invasion of .. Ea-rth .. .. MQr.e .:than a yeo.r later, UFO landings '· 
and " little men" reports, which had been more or less dormant,- began -t-e--p-:1-ek-- -· :-

13Appendix to Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line 1\y"sto:ry, p.  253. 
14Maney and Hall, The Chal lenge of Unidentified Flyin� Obie cts (Washington, 1861), 

p. 70. .AppendixEof this excellent volume contains the complete NICAP 
Subcommittee report on oleotro .. ·magnet io effects,  prepared in June 1960 . 

,�, I. i ," 
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u p ,  and increased through 1962. They reached their peak lute that year, 
mainly in South Ame rica but also to s ome extent in the United States (as witne s s  
the Orade ll, Now Jersey, sightings of September) . Those foll off in early 
1963, and, from then until the summer, what sightings thoro were were rather 

humdrum. 
Then came the British crater ep idemic -- the latest major UFO pattern 

change to date. For the first time, the primary concern of the UFO ' s  was with 
soil samp le s .  What had previously been a me re routine interest suddenly bocamo 
a project of tho highest priority . A who le new phase had begun. 

This phase may be interpreted as being ominous. 11The little men, 11 wrote 
Mrs. Lorenzen (p. 49), referring t o  the co llection of earth samples in 1954, 
"were interested in earth cro}Js and soil pr obably in their usefulness to their 
p lan s .  I envision a huge luboratory somewhere in space in which experiments 
involving the adapto.bility of othe r types o f  plant life to earth soil are being 
carried out. What o.re their plans? They may intend to establish a base on 
earth, and if the visitors int end t o  bring along thoir own agriculture they 
plan t o  stay a long while . "  

If wo evaluate the Brit ish craters in the light of Mrs. Lorenzen ' s  hy­
pothesis, the re'Bults are clearly more than a little frightening . But we r.tust 
beware o f  letting our n�t ural fear of the unknown run away with us . Cogent 
as these hypothet ical reconstructions of the UFO beings ' purpose may be, 
we should remember that they are more hypothe s e s ,  and that the facts aro 

� su,bj eot to other and more optimist i c  interproto.tions . (Indoed, it is note­
worthy that most of the case for UFO hosti lity rests upon pure hypothe& s . )  
On the other hand, we must not permit these considerations t o  lull us into 
a fQlse sense of security, leaving us vulnerable to a possible invasion from 
space. 

However they are interpreted, the crater re}Jorts bring homo once again 
the importance of the UFO situation, and the need for thorough, meticulous, 
scientific study of it . We must not procrastinate -- we must get t o  work on 
it -- NOW. 

FAMED AUTHOR, NATURALIST JOINS NJA.hP PANE L 

In order that NJAAP may have tho opinions of highly qualified persons in 
studying and evaluating UFO data, we are forming a Pane l of Special Advisors 

t o  help u s .  Alt hough we wish t o  include one o r  two t op-notch UFO investigators, 
we hope for the Panol to mainly consist of persons whose specia ltie s lie in 
such fields as physics • meteorology, o le ctronic s, and othe r scientific areas . 
Membership on our Panel, therefore, � �  ne cessarily imply endorsement 2£ 
� opinions ..£!! the UFO s ituation, even to the extent of belief or disbelief in 
the reality of UFO ' s .  We will individually give the opinions of each hdvisor. 

We are honorod to have on our Panel the famed author and naturalist !van 
T .  Sander s on. Mr. sanderson is a graduato of Eton, Cambridge, and the Unive rsity 
o f  London ,  holding a B.A. degroe in Zoology, Geology, and Botany . He is a 
Fellow o f  the Linnean Society o f  London, the Royal Geographical Society of 
Londo n ,  and the Zoological Socioty of London. He has t ravele d a 11 over the 
world, made frequent regular appearances on radio and television, and has 
authored sixteen books on ·zoology and related fields. Mr. Sanderson i s  present­
ly tho Science Editor for Chilton Books, Philadel phia . 

Mr. Sande rson 1 s opinion on UFO' s is that, while many UFO ' s are ext ra­
t e rrestrial vehicles, 11UF011 covers a largely heterogeneous group of objects 
and phenomena, as diverse as the life forms found in the North At lant i c .  

NJA.t'LP i s  indeed fortunf\te to have tho o.id o f  Mr. Sanderson. 
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